Anthropology 12:  Attendance Policy and Justification


In an "Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology,”  I cover a considerable amount of material.  I have worked hard over the years to create as comprehensive (and interesting) a course as possible.  To get the job done, it has been necessary to eliminate redundancies, which is to say, to make the lectures, discussions and readings mutually informative, but not repetitive.  The lectures and discussions relate to the readings, but do not summarize them -- and students should and must learn from all three.  To facilitate -- indeed compel -- such learning, I have decided to implement an attendance policy which will, I trust, insure that students get maximum exposure to the history of the discipline of anthropology.  Here it is:  

1.  Attendance is required (as is completing the assigned readings).

2.  Students may miss three classes without providing a dean's excuse.  (This policy will start on February 4th.) 
3.  At the fourth "cut," a student's grade will be automatically lowered by one full grade.  A student may prevent this from happening if s/he can provide a dean's excuse.

4.  After the sixth "cut," a student will automatically fail the course.

5.  At each class session, I will circulate sheets for you to sign your name indicating attendance.  Be sure not to leave class without signing your name.


I hope you do not find this policy too draconian.  In implementing it, I have both your (and my) best interests in mind.

