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The Holy Wo/Man in Late Antiquity

Spring 2009

Robert Doran
Chapin 206

Ext. 2338, rdoran@amherst.edu
Office Hours: Wednesday, Friday 10-11

Required Reading:

Books can be purchased at Amherst Books, Main St., Amherst


R. Doran, The Lives of Simeon Stylites

Gregory of Nyssa, Life of Saint Macrina, Toronto: Peregrima, 1989


Early Christian Lives, trans. by Caroline White, Penguin Press


A. Veilleux, Pachomian Koinonia I: The Life of St. Pachomius

Course packet available in Religion Department Office

Description: 
This course examines the concept of holiness in Late Antique Society.  What is holiness: How is it related to the ordinary?  Is it deviant behavior?  What makes someone holy?  Above all we will be concerned with how to read accounts of the lives of holy men and women, wherein the authors attempted to convey in narrative form a system of religious values to an audience.  Readings will be drawn from primary literary sources, as well as from the work of historians of religion.  We will read about pagan, Jewish and Christian holy people, and ask about the similarities and differences in the descriptions of these figures.  

Requirements:
1. 
Regular attendance and informed participation in class discussions.  Informed participants have done the reading carefully and are prepared to discuss it.

2a.
Before the mid-semester break (March 13), a paper 5-7 pages in length will be required.  The paper will deal with some aspect of holiness in the pagan world.

2b.
The second paper will be an analysis of a particular saint’s life, the saint to be chosen by you in consultation with me.  In this paper, you will discuss who wrote it and when, and you will analyze the life using the methods we have employed throughout the semester.  You will present your paper to the class for discussion.  By May 1, give a copy of your paper to the Religion Department secretary so that copies will be available to your fellow participants to read before your presentation.

Syllabus
Always bring the assigned texts and sources with you to class.

Jan. 26:

Introduction
Jan. 28-Feb. 4:
Pagan Holy People

Jan. 28-Feb. 2:  Apollonius of Tyana (CMS Court Documents)




Eusebius of Caesarea, Against Hierocles http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/eusebius_against_hierocles.htm

Feb. 4:  Lucian of Samosata




Alexander the False Prophet (blackboard: course document)




Demonax (blackboard: course document)

Feb. 9:

G. Fowden, “The Pagan Holy Man in Late Antiquity” 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/631125
Feb. 11:
No Class
Feb. 16:

The Holy Person in Judaism



J. Lightstone, “Magicians and Holy Men and Rabbis.”




W.S. Green, “Palestinian Holy Men”




G. Vermes, “Hanina Bend Dosa”

Feb. 18-23:  No Class
Feb. 25-Mar. 9:  Holy Person in Syria

Feb. 25-Mar. 2: Life of Symeon Stylites (in required books)





P. Brown, “The Rise and Function of the Holy Man” http://www.jstor.org/stable/300008

Mar. 9: The Life of the Man of God

Mar. 11:

Methodological Pause

Mar. 9:
Encyclopedia of Religion, “Holy, Idea of” (Chapin Lounge)


Mar. 11: T. Shaw, “Askesis and the Appearance of Holiness,” http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_early_christian_studies/v006/6.3shaw.pdf, JECS 6(1998)485-499


 P. Brown, “Arbiters of the Holy” (Course Reader)

Mar. 14-22:
Mid-semester Break
Mar. 23-25: 
The Philosophical Holy Person

Read:
Life of Plotinus (Handout).




Gregory of Nyssa, Life of Macrina (in required books).




Life of Syncletica (course reader).

Mar. 30-Apr. 1: The Rise of Monasticism 



Athanasius, Life of Anthony in Early Christian Lives (required book).

P. Brown, “The Saint As Exemplar in Late Antiquity,” Representations 1.2(1983)1-25 http://www.jstor.org/stable/2928382
Apr. 6-8:

Saints’ Lives as Literature: Jerome



Jerome, Life of Paul of Thebes, Life of Hilarion, Life of Malchus in Early Christian





 Lives.

Apr. 13-15:
From Saint to Shrine: Martin of Tours



Sulpicius Severus, Life of Martin of Tours in Early Christian Lives



Gregory of Tours, The Miracles of Martin



Raymond van Dam, “Sacred Space: The Cult and Church of St. Martin of Tours,” in





Leadership and Community in Late Antique Gaul (Ereserves).

Apr. 20-22:  
Holy Women
E. Clark, “Holy Women, Holy Words: Early Christian Women, Social History, and the Linguistic Turn’” JECS,  http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_early_christian_studies/v006/6.3clark.html



Life of Melania the Younger (course packet).




Life of Olympias (course packet).

Apr. 27-29:
Monastic Founders




Life of Benedict in Early Christian Lives.




Life of Pachomius (required book).

May 4-6: 

Presentations





