
Anth 24: Arch MTP 
Exercise 6: Bones of  Contention & Debating NAGPRA 
Due: Thursday, April 22 nd in class 
 
In this exercise, you will apply what you have learned on the NAGPRA website, from the film 
Bones of Contention, and the readings from Week 13 (see updated syllabus!) to articulate the 
main divisions within debates surrounding the treatment of Native American skeletal remains. 
The final product will be a 3 to 4 page essay due in class on Thursday, April 22nd and will serve as 
the basis for class discussion that day.  
 
Part I:  Mastering concepts: Based on the film and the NAGPRA web site, explain the 
following in your own words: the basic components of this national law; the arguments of its 
supporters; and the arguments of its opponents. Be sure to cite properly the film and/or web site. 
[http://www.nps.gov/nagpra/FAQ/INDEX.HTM].  
 
Part II: Expanding the Debate. There are four additional readings for next week that 
serve to expand the debate from the early “Science” vs. “Native Voices” polemic in order to 
demonstrate the complex ethical questions and legal legacies of NAGPRA. Pick two of the 
following readings to first summarize and then compare and/or contrast the main arguments of 
the authors (this may be more complicated for the Walker and Jones review, since it deals with 
two different books). It may be helpful to consider the personal or professional background of the 
author/s, which may provide insight into the perspective from which they write. You do not need 
to “take a side”, but I would like you to conclude your paper with a discussion of your own 
thoughts about NAGPRA at this point in the discussion. Lastly, you may find the National Park 
Service website on Kennewick Man provides helpful context for some of these readings. 
[http://www.nps.gov/archeology/kennewick/index.htm]. 
  

• Jace Weaver (1997). Indian Presence with No Indians Present: NAGPRA and Its Discontents. 
 

• Deward Walker Jr., and Peter N. Jones (2000). Review of Skull Wars: Kennewick Man, Archaeology, and 
the Battle for Identity, by David Hurst Thomas and Riddle of the Bones: Politics, Science, Race, and the 
Story of Kennewick Man, by Roger Downey.  

 
• David P. Lackey (2006). Ethics and Native American reburials: a Philosopher’s view on two decades of 

NAGPRA.  
 

• Susan B. Bruning (2006). Complex Legal Legacies: The Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act, Scientific Study, and Kennewick Man.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


