




Oceanic lithosphere formed at MOR
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East Pacific rise, fast spreading center, triple junction
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Age of ocean floor:
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Spreading rate and direction




Rifting: formation of a new MOR


Continental rifting: 

stretching of old 
continental 
lithosphere


Drifting: 

formation of new 
oceanic lithosphere




Rift initiation:

 East African rift


Initiation at a triple 
junction




Space Shuttle image: East African rift




New spreading center: Red 
Sea




Triple junction and start of 
spreading



