The final papers are due in hard copy Tuesday, May 13, by 5:00 pm in my mailbox (window in ground floor entrance hall, Barrett Hall).  Every hour late may result in lowering the grade by one notch (i.e. an “A-“ paper that arrives at 5:32 will be graded “B+”).
I am expecting you to write a ten-page paper (double spaced, 12 point) on a topic of your choice.  A good paper will have a title pertinent to the topic, it will be paginated, it will present a personal and critical perspective on the material, and it will have undergone thorough proofreading.

FINAL PAPER TOPICS 

Here are a few suggestions for your final papers. You are of course free to pick your own topic. 


Discuss Carl E. Schorske's thesis that Oskar Kokoschka's art ushered in a "new language" in art. How does Schorske define the ways Kokoschka differs from his predecessors, the Secession artists? How does Schiele fit into the picture? 


Hannah Arendt has described Vienna's Jews as the "Austro-Hungarian citizens par excellance". Describe Theodor Herzl's trajectory from being such a model Viennese to his advocacy of a Jewish nation state outside of the Habsburg Empire. What "typically Viennese" fin-de-siecle issues motivate his ideas, what "typically Viennese" contradictions can we discern in his program? 


If turn-of-the-century Viennese culture to a large extent reflects a crisis of the male subject, depictions of femininity become indicators of the nature and the extent of such a crisis. Pick two works, issues, or figures from the period and look at what the portrayal of women can tell us about the Viennese male predicament 


Hofmannsthal's "Letter of Lord Chandos" has been described as an expression of a "mysticism without God". How does this idea connect with the notion that the text is a major document of the pervasive "language crisis" of the period we have been studying? If you like, you may want to bring Wittgenstein's early philosophical ideas into your discussion. 

Viel Vergnügen!


      "This means nothing to me, this means nothing to me — oh, Vienna." (Ultravox, "Vienna") 

