SOCIOLOGY 316: SOCIAL RESEARCH

2012
RESEARCH TOPICS FROM PREVIOUS YEARS
“Accepting Different Strategies: A New Perspective on Solidarity between the National and Grassroots Animal Rights Movement”

“To Be or Not to Be:  The Effect of Social Class and the College Experience on Post-College Activities”

“How past experience plays a role in conceptualizations of intimacy”

“An Exploration of Sexuality in Women’s Rugby at Amherst College.”

“The process of getting involved in community service at Amherst College”

“’She’s a Ho’: Moral Norms as Expressed in Female Sexually Oriented Gossip”

“A lot in common and different in every way: a study of identity among Asian-American students at Amherst College”

“Discourse on Corporate Social Responsibility Within the Gourmet Coffee Industry”

“Bisexuality, Stereotypes, and Identity at Amherst College”

“An Inquiry into the Phenomenon of ‘Psychopharmacological Calvinism’”

“Social Research: Social Class and a bit of Politics”

“Perceptions of Male Body Types”

“Patterns of Inclusion and Exclusion: The Impact of Social Class on the Composition of Friendship Circles at Amherst College”

“Alcohol and Marijuana use at Amherst College”
David Horowitz and Amherst College: How the Campaign for Academic Freedom Applies to the Liberal Arts
“Demographic and Political Differences in Favorability toward Israel”

Level Playing Field?: FACULTY OPINION OF ATHLETICS AND STUDENT ATHLETES
Equality of Opportunity and Representation:

Affirmative Action and Diversity at Amherst College

“What Box did you check? Racial Identity and Ethnic Options in the College Admissions Process”

Latino and Hispanic: Ethnic Labels, Latino Lives

Interracial Dating at Amherst College

La vida es sueño: Ethnic Identity Formation of the Bilingual Student   

Changing Aspects of Media Consumption

Dating and Hooking up

Blue and Grey Classrooms  [teaching the Civil War in American high schools]

Perceptions of the Likelihood of Rape among Women at Amherst and Smith     

Environmental Behaviors in the Amherst Community
The Anatomy of Race on Popular Television

The Generational Impact on Amherst College

“Does self perceived beauty make you a better mate?”

Jocks vs. Nerds or Students Teaming Together?

A Look at the Culture of Athletes and Non-athletes at Amherst College
The Culture of Academic Dishonesty at Amherst College
“A Love/Date Relationship? An examination of the characteristics leading to, and the motivations for, dating and hooking up at Amherst College”

On Racial Self-Segregation at Amherst College:

How Culturally Specific Theme-Housing Effects Interracial Interaction

All in the Family:First-Generation College Students’ Perceptions of the College Experience
The factors that Amherst College students believe are most important when trying to find a job.
“Female Athletes at Amherst: Perceived Body Image”

Influences on and Processes Used by Amherst Students to Choose Academic Major

“Sick of Being Sick: Illness at Amherst College”

Building Barriers on Shifting Sands: The Impact of Professors’ Personal Lives on Their Relationships with Students

How teachers’ expectations vary across certain characteristics of students, mainly race and socioeconomic status
Substance Free and Beyond

High Stakes Testing

Student-Worker Interactions in Valentine Dining Hall

Athletes and Alcohol

Roll For Cohesion (Jokes, marginality, and social cohesion)
Tracking Gentrification in Northern Washington Heights from 1990-2000 and Beyond

Awkwardness at Amherst College

Sociability and Drug Use at Amherst College: Marijuana and Alcohol

Sexualization of Race on Television

Racism and Athletics at Amherst College: What Does it Look Like?

“Anonymity and Acrimony on an Internet Forum: The Amherst Confessional”

Latinos and Politics at Amherst College

“Head Start: Perceptions from the Front Line”

Perception of Female Athletes by Amherst College Students

How does cultural capital affect student achievement?
“Drinking is the only way to blow off steam.  Period.”

An exploration of class factors and drinking patterns at Amherst College
Mental Health Awareness at Amherst College
Becoming a Fraternity Member

Cultural Capital and Upward Mobility for Amherst Students

A Study of the Differential Contribution of Time-Management, Leisure Satisfaction, and SAT Scores to Academic Performance” 

The Cause for La Causa
An Exploration of the Student Experience in a Lower Level English Course at Amherst College

The Sexual Double Standard: “Hooking Up” at Amherst
Double Consciousness and Body Consciousness among Black Women at an Elite College
“Latino Amherst Students and their Familial Values”
‘I wasn’t Like That Before:’ Young Adults’ Reflections on the Impact of Their Parental Divorce on Their Lives

“It’s Often the Victims or Sufferers That Get Attention”: Examining the Experience of Living with a Mentally Ill Parent

Jews at Amherst

An Exploration of the Social Implications of Mobile Technology: The Rise of Personal Communication Society

Heritage Language Maintenance and Identity: Navigating Between Two Cultures

Breaking out of the Poverty Trap: A Study of Rural Poverty in Sierra Leone

Diversity at Amherst College: Intellectual Engagement, Segregation, and Critical Reflection

Sex and Social Capital: Gendered Patterns of Student Involvement at Amherst College

Masculinity and Success: How Young Men Prioritize Life Goals
Social Influences in College: The Effects of Peer Perception on Academic Motivation

“Okay, yeah, they think we’re amazing…now what?”: Analyzing Differing Perspectives Regarding the Community College Transfer Student Experience at Amherst College

This is Who I Am: Identity Formation of Second Generation West Indian Immigrants

Everyone Parties: Drinking Norms and the “College Experience”
Intellectual Passion and Identity
Profound Confusion or Arbitrary Ethnicity: Transracial adoptees’ experiences developing dual cultural-racial identity 
Who Calls Home? A Study of Amherst College Students’ Parental Communication
An Exploration of Amherst College’s Students’ Perspectives: on Relationship Commitment on Campus
The Influence of Peer Comparisons on the Academic Self-Concepts of Amherst College Students
An In-depth Look at Interracial Dating at Amherst College: An Investigation of the Interracial Coupling of Black Women and White Men

Diversity at Amherst College: The Influence of Race and Class on Adjustment

Living Above the Law: A Study of Corrupt Cops in Reality and the Media
The Nurturers
The Role of Guilt in Student Participation
Vandalism or Street Art
Music and Religious Services

Watching Glee
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