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Spanish 03: Intermediate Spanish

Fall 2008
	VICTORIA MAILLO
GROSVENOR HOUSE #23
(413) 542-8346
vmaillo@amherst.edu
OFFICE HOURS: T AND TH AT 3:00 PM–4:00 PM AND BY APPOINTMENT.  
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Plaza Mayor de salamanca en un día de lluvia




Course Description

SPAN 03 aims to further develop your proficiency in Spanish with respect to the four (4) language skills —reading, listening, writing, and speaking— while simultaneously broadening your cultural understanding of the Spanish-speaking world.  Designed for students who have had some contact with Spanish elsewhere and, consequently, are too advanced for SPAN 01, this class introduces more complex grammatical structures and terminology. This class prepares you for SPAN 05 (Language and Literature), a course in which you should draw upon grammar and vocabulary in addition to the four (4) skills you have acquired in SPAN 03. This is done in order to complete readings in Spanish as well as discuss and write about these works.  Preparation for SPAN 05 is facilitated in particular by reading, writing, and speaking about poems, short stories, and fragments of texts in SPAN 03.

Entrance Requirement:  Completion of SPAN 01 or equivalent (High School, AP Exam…)

Texts:
1. Blanco, José A. y María Colbert. Ventanas: Curso intermedio de lengua española. Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 2009.

2. Martín Gaite, Carmen. Caperucita en Manhattan. Madrid: Siruela, 2006.

MANDATORY MATERIAL: Binder for Portfolio.
Assessment

	Components 
	Percentage 

	Participation
	15% 

	Chapter quizzes (pruebas)
	20% 

	Exams (Midterm & Final) 
	20% 

	Writing Assignments (Composiciones
and Caperucita)
	20% 

	T.A. Classes
	15% 

	Cultural Presentation
	10% 


Grades are reported in the following categories (Amherst College):  A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D, Pass, F
Participation: 

Includes attendance, preparation for and participation in class, timely completion of Workbook, etc. Class participation is always expected and extremely welcomed. Please notice that participating in class does not mean getting all the answers right or speaking proper Spanish, but rather TRYING to do so. A student who participates often and, say, gets “all answers wrong” will get exactly the same credit as a student who participates and gets all answers right (i.e. full participation credit). As a reminder, this grade is given at the end of the semester, and it really makes a difference in the final percentage.

Cultural Presentation:

All students are required to do a cultural presentation in groups that covers a cultural topic related to the Spanish-speaking World. A comprehensive list of topics will be provided by the instructor, so you can choose among them. However, if you have an interesting topic in mind, feel free to submit an abstract to me early on in the semester so I can evaluate it.

Chapter Quizzes (4) and Exams (Midterm and Final): 

They are designed to test your grammatical knowledge. They should compel you to return and repeatedly engage (rather than forget) material studied earlier. There is a quizz after every chapter, a Midterm Exam and a Final Exam. Each Chapter Quiz and Exam will have one (1) question about the assigned reading (Caperucita en Manhattan).

Writing Assignments: 

SPAN 03 places a special focus on Writing Assignments. These are important to practice grammatical structures, spelling, and also as a means of organizing your thoughts and exposing your ideas in Spanish. Please check the Style Guidelines for Writing Assignments in this syllabus. For all Writing Assignments: 1st draft = 300 words. 2nd draft = 400 words (minimum).  When handing in the 2nd draft, please attach (staple) the 1st, corrected, draft.

T.A. Classes: 

Students meet with a Teaching Assistant once a week (Tuesday or Thursday). Attendance is strictly enforced, and absences count as part of the total in the course. These classes are extremely important to meet the objectives of the course. Notice that the number of students is much lower (approximately half of students) than in regular classes. This means that a stronger focus will be placed on listening (understanding) and speaking (communicative activities) than on grammar. The T.A. reports your attendance, participation, Workbook completion, and progress on a daily basis to me. At the end of the semester the T.A.s will assign you a grade (15% of the total). This grade is at the T.A.s’ discretion, although I reserve the right to alter the T.A.s’ grade if I consider it necessary.

A note on WORKBOOKS (Student Activities Manual): These should be handed directly to your T.A., who will then grade them, notify me, and return it to you with his / her comments. Notice that T.A.s do not correct the Workbooks, but rather take note that you have done the exercises and, then, corrected them yourselves. The solutions are at the end of the book. The important thing here is not to get the exercises right the first time, but rather, to engage you in doing and correcting your own mistakes, so that you can evaluate yourself. The grade won’t be better if the Workbook is handed in without any corrections (it’s rather the other way around)!

Attendance and Punctuality:

Attendance is compulsory. Only absences due to religious holidays, illnesses (documented) and emergencies (documented) will be excused. Athletes, musicians, and other students involved in school clubs / organizations that require travel, as well as seniors that are interviewing for jobs should consult with me at the beginning of the semester regarding their absences. Unexcused absences will result in a lower participation grade. In all cases, you are responsible for contacting a classmate to find out what you missed. You are also expected to arrive to class on time, as late arrivals disrupt both your instructor and fellow students.  Note that tardiness will result in a lower participation grade. 
Academic Honesty: 

I expect that you have read, understood, and are prepared to abide by Amherst College’s policies on academic honesty. You are expected to present only your own work in this class. Use of electronic / on-line translators (apart from being completely useless), copying from the Internet or other sources, as well as help from a Spanish-speaking person, are strictly prohibited.  You are more than welcome to ask me, your T.A., a tutor or other classmate general questions, but you cannot have another person look over and correct your work. If you think you need extra help with some assignments, feel free to discuss it with me, and we will make arrangements. 

Please Notice!

Do not have anybody but yourself go over your Writing Assignments, Final Project, etc… Help, if you need it, should always come from a T.A. or, better, myself. But even the T.A. cannot correct your writing; only point you in the right direction… The best way to go, if you think you need extra help with the assignments, is to contact me as early as possible in the semester.

A note on late assignments: Plan ahead! From experience I know (or I was made to believe) that printers on campus have a tendency to stop working exactly on the date the Assignment is due. If you have an absence due to an excused (i.e. documented) reason, religious holiday, etc. you might hand in a late assignment during the following class, with no penalty. If you miss a class for other reasons, you might still hand in your assignment, but a) no later than two class days, and b) it will be corrected on an 80 point value (instead of 100). If you can anticipate an absence, you are more than welcome to hand in your assignment before the deadline.

______________________________________________________________
Guidelines for Writing Assignments

______________________________________________________________
All writing assignments and compositions must be written in an acceptable way, and therefore must abide by the following style guidelines without exception. Please notice that I expect you to familiarize yourself with college / academe’s guidelines and abide by them. This will help you in the future if you need to write assignments, final papers, etc. for other, more advanced, Spanish classes (or any classes, actually).

• All assignments must be typed and double-spaced (for corrections). 

• Font: Arial (12 pt.) recommended, but you may use similar ones.

• Please write your complete name and date (in Spanish). The format for the date in Spanish is ALWAYS as follows:   
                                                      3 de septiembre de 2008

• Include, at the top of the page, the word-count, with the actual number of words you have written (Microsoft Word does this automatically). Do not tell me how many words you should have written, but how many you actually have.

• You may use both sides of the page to print your writing assignment (it saves paper and makes it easier to correct). If you choose not to do so, make sure both sheets are stapled. No loose sheets are EVER accepted.
• Orphan lines (i.e. last line/ two lines of a text hanging over a new page) should be avoided. Review your work and edit it! If your complete writing assignment consists of 80 lines, you may not have 79 on one page and 1 in the next one. Take something out, edit, or add some lines. 

• Never use words in ENGLISH, not even in parentheses or as an explanation to the Spanish text, unless I advise you otherwise (some assignments may be written in English). This, of course, does not apply to English words used in Spanish (e.g. whiskey) or Proper Nouns (e.g. John Smith, Discovery Channel, For Whom the Bell Tolls, The Matrix…). In the case of Proper Nouns, please do not attempt to offer a Spanish translation; you will never get it right!

• All assignments should be Spanish spell-checked.

http://www.lenguaje.com/herramientas/verificador.php
http://www.lenguaje.com/CGI-BIN/check.exe

• THE MOST IMPORTANT RULE: ALWAYS READ your assignment after you print it at least once (I would say twice). The computer will—for sure—change some of the things you have written in some of the assignments. I cannot hold your computer responsible, so please review. Also notice that if the computer changes a word and you do not correct it later, it gives a very poor impression of your work, and it automatically tells me you have not reviewed it!

� This syllabus, particularly the activities outlined in the calendar, is subject to change at any time to accommodate class activities. Please check often with your professor for changes in dates, activities and / or requirements.
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