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1.
Bioethicist Carl Elliott has written extensively about the American obsession with “enhancement technologies,” a term that designates a variety of drugs and procedures that are used not just to control illness, but also to improve human capacities or characteristics.  One example is using anti-depressant drugs not to cure severe depression but to make a “normal” person happier.   Another is the use of Ritalin or Adderall not to control ADHD, but to enhance academic performance.  
Elliott argues that Americans are fiercely ambivalent about enhancements:  They are eager to use them, but they worry about their use.
I am giving you selections from Elliott’s book Better than Well (New York: Norton, 2003) and his article in the June 2003 issue of The American Prospect, which summarize his work.   
Based on these selections, compare how Tocqueville and Weber might explain American ambivalence about enhancements. 

Your answer should do all of the following:

(Summarize Elliott’s argument linking ambivalence about enhancements to American ideas about the self and self-fulfillment.


(Construct plausible explanations based on Tocqueville and Weber.


(Compare these explanations.   “Compare” means addressing one or more of the following:  How are the explanations similar and/or different?  Is either explanation distinctly better than the other?  How might they be combined?

The Paper:  Write an essay of 5-7 pages addressing the topic above.   Please preface your paper with a brief “Dear Professor Himmelstein” letter, stating the central point you make in your paper.
Deadline:  Completed work is due by the end of the day, Friday, November 6 by e-mail or hard copy. 
Purpose:  The topic provides you an opportunity to reflect on Tocqueville’s and Weber’s ideas by applying them to contemporary American society.  
Expectations:  A good paper will do all of the following:



( It will have a central point, which can be stated in a few sentences and which you develop systematically throughout the paper.  Do not keep me guessing about what you are really trying to say.   



(It will address all the parts of the question. 



(It will identify and use the relevant course readings and discussion.

Hints:

 
(1) In the assigned selections, Elliott invokes Tocqueville, but not Weber.   This should not influence the relative importance you give each thinker in your paper.


(2) On Tocqueville, let Elliott give you a point of entry.  He refers to Tocqueville’s discussion of restlessness (pp. 536-538 in our text).  This is a good place to start your discussion of Tocqueville, working outward from there to the rest of his ideas.

    
(3) Weber’s attention to the United States is relatively brief, in the essay “The Protestant Sects and the Spirit of Capitalism.”  This short text, however, marshals ideas from the rest of Weber’s work. You should try to use the full range of Weber’s relevant ideas in crafting your paper.  

