American Studies 11

Fall, 2009
Third Paper Topic

This assignment asks you to assess a text, production, or a film in light of its contemporary reception.  Go to the library and find a contemporary review (written within five years of publication) of The Great Gatsby, Their Eyes Were Watching God, The Grapes of Wrath (1940 film version) or Death of a Salesman and write an assessment of its viewpoint.  Consider the particular aspects of the novel, play or film on which the reviewer focuses. How does this focus help you draw conclusions about the salient concerns of the period? How do the reviewer’s concerns differ from ones we might have today? Back up your argument with references to specific passages in the novel or play, or to specific scenes in the film.  Be sure to hand in the review, taken from the original source, along with your essay.

The review you select must be an original that you read in hard copy, micro- or electronic form, not in later critical compendia.  You may have to read through several before you find the best one for your paper.  Sophisticated reviews make better choices than simplistic or obviously biased selections.  The easier you make it on yourself in choosing reviews the more difficult it will be to achieve your goal:  a nuanced essay that distorts neither the novel nor the review.  Good papers require good material.

Double space your essay of approximately 1,200 words in a 12-pt font with 1-inch margins. 
Due:  Wednesday, December 2
