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Repatriation

One issue that museum curators and directors confront is provenance—where did objects come from and how were they acquired?  Often different groups or countries argue that certain works now in museum collections should be returned to their place of origin.  Frequently museums resist, although on occasion they have repatriated individual objects or small groups of works. 

Consider your topic from the perspective of the museum and the claimant.  In many cases the issues are complex and each side may assert a legal justification for its position.  Investigate your topic and lay out the issues in a ten-minute class presentation.  Make reference to the ideas behind the readings we have selected for this exercise (St. Clair, “Imperial appropriations of the Parthenon,” Cuno, “View from the Universal Museum,” McClellan, ch. 6, as well as to the outside research you undertake.

Topics:

A:  Native American objects and the Smithsonian Institution

B:  Classical antiquities and the Getty

C:  Elgin Marbles and the British Museum

D:  Inca objects and the Yale University Art Gallery

F:  Odslisque (1928) by Matisse and the Seattle Art Museum

G:  The Euphronois Krater and the Metropolitan Museum

H:  Bronzes from the Summer Palace, Beijing, and Yves Saint-Laurent

