Handout 6:  Fieldwork on ourselves
1.  Fieldwork is a process of putting our own cultural categories at risk.  (I will reveal which cultural categories I have in mind during class!)
2. Today I want to do some anthropology rather than talking about it – and on ourselves:  to begin to look at some of our own taken for granted meanings/assumptions -- to examine our own cultural premises.  I want to make the familiar strange enough that we look closely at it.  To not take the taken for granted for granted, is generally going against the grain of what culture is.  Culture is normally used to think with, and is harder to think about.

3.  The analytic perspective is that of a holistic analysis.  We wish to establish context.  In this case, there are contexts of two sorts:  
a) We want to understand the events themselves in relationship to one another – as a system.   

b) We want to place the events within a larger sociocultural context.   
      4.  In doing this, I think a clear contrast will emerge between what contemporary anthropologists do and what the unilinear evolutionists did.  The perspective we're establishing here is more synchronic (as opposed to diachronic) and seeks to understand events in terms of its contemporary context, its extant cultural meanings.  
      5.  Our objective is to describe "thickly" – although we’re not likely to probe all extant meanings, all extant cultural connections.  

