American Studies 11, The American Dream, Fall 2009
To prepare for discussion at the Mead Art Museum on Wed. Sept. 30, look carefully at the three mid nineteenth-century American paintings that are listed below and are on view at the museum.  You are asked to write about one of these pictures, and we suggest some preliminary questions to guide your thinking. What conception of nature does the painting convey to you? What elements persuade you to think in a particular way? Might a viewer in the mid-nineteenth century have had a different response than you have? Do not feel constrained by these questions! Seek out connections between readings we have done, our class discussions, and the ideas that looking at this painting generates.  Write a one-page summary of your thoughts and bring the paper and your ideas to our group discussion in the galleries of the Mead, where we will meet on Sept. 30.

Edward Hicks, Peaceable Kingdom (ca. 1822-25)

Thomas Cole, Daniel Boone at His Cabin at Great Osage Lake (ca. 1826)
Asher B. Durand, Landscape, Composition, Afternoon (1847)
The Mead Art Museum is open from 9am-midnight (!) Tues, Wed., Thurs, and Sun; from 9am-5pm Fri and Sat; and is closed on Monday.
