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ARHA 33/HIST 37:  Material Culture of American Homes 1600-1960

Spring Semester, 2011 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00-3:20.                          

Instructor: Kevin M. Sweeney.

Office: Morgan Hall 103 
Phone: 542-2371

Office: E-mail KMSWEENEY@Amherst.edu   

Office Hours: Mon., and Wed. 2:00 to 4:00.
COURSE OUTLINE

The course provides an introduction to the study of material culture and a survey of American domestic architecture and decorative arts from 1600 to 1960. Using artifacts, visual evidence, and documentary sources, the course examines the social and cultural forces affecting the design and use of domestic architecture and household furnishings in America from the period of first settlement by English colonists to the mid-twentieth-century.  The course makes use of sites and collections in the area. These field trips to the Mead Art Museum, Emily Dickinson Museum, Historic Deerfield, Old Sturbridge Village, the Mark Twain House, and other sites are an integral part of the course and transportation will be provided.

There will be two papers, a mid-term, and a scheduled final examination. An OBJECT STUDY will be due in class on Friday, February 25 and a SECOND PAPER, an analysis of a domestic environment, will be due in class on Friday, May 6. Understanding of the reading, assignments, as demonstrated in class discussion, in the two papers, and on the mid-term and final will be a significant factor in grading.  Grades will be based on the papers (20% each), mid-term (20%), final examination (20%) and class attendance and participation (20%). 

The following books are required reading and should be purchased at the Amherst Books, 8 Main Street, Amherst.
Kenneth Ames, Death in the Dining Room, and Other Tales of Victorian Culture (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1992).

Ruth S. Cowan, More Work for Mother: The Ironies of Household Technology from the Open Hearth to the Microwave (New York: Basic Books, 1983)

Jack Crowley, The Invention of Comfort, Sensibilities & Design in Early Modern Britain and Early America (Baltimore: John’s Hopkins University Press, 2001).
Pauline K. Eversmann, The Winterthur Guide to Recognizing Styles: American Decorative Arts from the 17th through 19th Centuries (Winterthur, Del.: Winterthur Museum, 2001).
Jessica H. Foy and Thomas J. Schlereth, eds., American Home Life, 1880-1930 (Knoxville: University of Tennessee, 1992).

Thomas Hine, Populuxe (Woodstock, N.Y.: Overlook Press, 2007).

Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York, 1984).
Milo M. Naeve, Identifying American Furniture: A Pictorial Guide to Styles and Terms Colonial to Contemporary 3rd edition, rev. (W.W. Norton, 1998).
James F. O’Gorman, ABC of Architecture (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1998). 

Gwendolyn Wright, Building the Dream: A Social History of Housing in America (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1981).

In addition there is a small collection of multilithed articles that should be purchased in the American Studies Office, 102 Morgan Hall. 
I. STUDYING MATERIAL CULTURE

1.  Tues., Jan. 25: Introduction to the Course.  

2.  Thur., Jan., 27: Learning to Look 
    Location: Mead Art Gallery, AMHERST. 

    Reading: Eversmann, Recognizing Styles, 5-15; McClung Fleming, “Artifact Study: A Proposed 

                    Model, 153-173 (M); Philip Zea, “Construction Materials and Methods,” 73-100 
                    (Handout): Terminiology (M)
    Discussion: Reading Furniture
3.  Tue., Feb 1: Cultural Interpretation of Objects. . 

    Location: Mead Art Gallery, AMHERST.

    Reading: Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi and Eugene Rochberg-Halton, The Meaning of Things, 20-54 
                   (M); Laurel Ulrich, “Furniture as Social History: Gender, Property, and Memory in the 

                   Decorative Arts,” 39-68 (Handout); Ames, Death in the Dining Room, 186-232. 
    Discussion: Interpreting Furniture.

4.  Thur., Feb. 3: Studying Architecture.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203 AMHERST.

    Reading: O’Gorman, ABC of Architecture, 1-63; McAlesters, Field Guide to American 
                   Architecture,  PAGES???
     Discussion: Form and Structure of American Homes. 

    II. THE DOMESTIC MATERIAL CULTURE OF COLONIAL BRITISH AMERICA

5.  Tue., Feb. 8: Tradition and Innovation in 17th-Century Architecture

    Reading: O’Gorman, ABC of Architecture, 65-100; Cary Carson, “Doing History with Material 
                   Culture,” 41-64 (M); Crowley, The  Invention of  Comfort, 3-78. McAlesters, Field 
                   Guide to American Architecture, 104-111.
    Lecture: Tradition and Innovation in 17th-Century Anglo-Architecture

6. Thur., Feb. 10: 17th-Century Domestic Environment
     Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.
     Reading: Eversmann, Recognizing Styles, 17-26; Naeve, Identifying American Furniture, 2-7,          

                    55-57; Carol Shammas, “The Domestic Environment in Early Modern 
                    England and America,” 3-19 (M).  
Lecture: The Early Modern Anglo-American Domestic Environment 
7.  Tue., Feb. 15: Introduction to Eighteenth-Century Furniture.

     Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.

     Reading: Eversmann, Recognizing Styles, 27-64; Naeve, Identifying American Furniture, 8-13; 

                     Kevin Sweeney, “Furniture and the Domestic Environment in Wethersfield, 

                    Connecticut, 1639-1800,” 261-290 (M).
    Lecture: Eighteenth Century Furniture -- Comfort and Consumption

8.  Thur., Feb. 17: Eighteenth-Century Architecture     
    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.

    Reading: Crowley, The Invention of Comfort, 79-107, 230-259; McAlesters, Field Guide
                    to American  Architecture, 138-151 CABINS ; Kevin Sweeney, "Mansion People: 
                    Kinship, Class, and Architecture in Western Massachusetts in the Mid-Eighteenth 
                    Century," 231-255 (M); Michael Steinitz , “Rethinking Geographical Approaches to 

                    the Common House: The Evidence from Eighteenth-century Massachusetts,”16-26(M)
Lecture: Mansion Houses, Farm Houses and Log Cabins 
9.  Tue., Feb 22: An Eighteenth Century Consumer Revolution?    

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.

    Reading: Crowley, The Invention of Comfort, 111-170; Regube Lee Blaszczyk, Imagining 

                   Consumers, 1-11 (M); Rodris Roth, "Tea Drinking in Eighteenth-Century America", 
                   439-458 (M); T.H. Breen, “‘Baubles of Britain,’ The American and Consumer               

                   Revolutions of the Eighteenth Century,” 73-104 (M).
   Lecture: The Quest for Refinement
10: Thur. February 24: Early American Silver 
      Location: Chapin 209 and Mead Art Gallery, AMHERST. 

      Reading: Rosemary T. Krill, Early American Decorative Arts, 185-197 (M).

      Video: The Silversmith of Williamsburg. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25: OBJECT PAPER DUE ELECTRONCIALLY BY 5:00

11. Tue. March 1: Republican Material Culture? 

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.

    Reading:   Prown, “Style as Evidence,” 197-210 (M); Eversmann, Recognizing Syles, 65-87; 
                      Naeve, Identifying American Furniture, 14-17; Wright, Building the Dream, 24-40; 
                      McAlesters, Field Guide to American Architecture, 152-175 (M). 
    Lecture: Meanings of the Neoclassical Style.

12. Thursday, March 3: The Domestic Environment in the Early 19th Century

       Location: Old Sturbridge Village, STURBRIDGE.
       We will leave from Amherst at 1:00 
       Reading: Garvin, Building in Northern New England, 55-58, 141-144, 146-155, 158-171.
                       Paul Clemens, “The Consumer Culture of the Middle Atlantic, 1760-1820,” 577-624 

                       (M).
13. Tue. March 8: Changes Overtime in the Domestic Environment. 

     Location: Wells-Thorn House, and Flynt Center DEERFIELD.
14. Thur., March 10 MID-TERM EXAMINATION

     Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.

III. NINETEENTH-CENTURY DOMESTIC IDEALS

15.  Tue., March 22: Romantic Revivals.

      Location: Classroom, Chapin 203 AMHERST.

      Reading: Crowley, The Invention of Comfort , 203-229; Wright, Building the Dream, 73-89; 
                      McAlesters, A Field Guide to American Houses, 177-237; Eversmann, Recognizing 
                      Styles, 77-102; Naeve, Identifying American Furniture, 18-29.
    Lecture: Memory, Identity and the American Home in the Early Nineteenth Century

16. Thur., March 24: The Cult of Domesticity.

      Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.
      Reading: Crowley, The Invention of Comfort, 171-200; 261-289; Cowan, More Work for 
                     Mother, 1-68.              
     Discussion: Work, Gender and the Industrialization of the Home.

17. Tue. March 29: The Romantic Revival in Amherst.

      Location: Dickinson Homestead and the Evergreens, AMHERST.
      Reading: Polly Longsworth and Gregory Farmer, “When Love First Began,” 1-8 (M); Foy and 

                     Schlereth, American Home Life, 75-115
      Tours: Dickinson Homestead and the Evergreens.
     TOPIC OF SECOND PAPER DUE IN CLASS
18. Thur., March 31: Victorian Styles.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.

    Reading: McAlester, Field Guide to American Homes, 240-317.
    Lecture or Possible Walking Tour: Victorian Homes 

19. Tues., April 5: Ritual and Consumption in the Victorian Home.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203 AMHERST.

    Reading: Ames, Death in the Dining Room, 1-95. 150-185; Foy and Schlereth, American Home 

                    Life, 162-187; Naeve, Identifying American Furniture, 30-35. 
    Lecture: Victorian Material Culture.

19. Thur., April 7: Two Victorian Homes.

    Location: Harriet Beecher Stowe House and Mark Twain Memorial HARTFORD.
    We will leave for Hartford at 1:00. 

    Reading: Foy and Schlereth, American Home Life, 233-241.
20. Tue., April 12: Living in Victorian Homes.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.

    Reading: Foy and Schlereth, American Home Life, 49-70, 120-138, 145-160, 190-207, 225-239.

    Video in Class: 1900 House, Part 2.

IV. HOUSING THE NATION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

22. Thur. April 14 Workers' Homes and the Urban Environment.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203 AMHERST.

    Reading: Wright, Building the Dream, 58-72, 114-151; Lizabeth Cohen, "Embellishing a Life of 
                    Labor," 752-775 (M).

    Video in Class: The Tenement Museum.

    Discussion: The Other Victorians.

23. Tue., April 19: Colonial Revival, Arts and Crafts & the Bungalow.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203  AMHERST.

    Reading:  Wright, Building the Dream, 155-176; Foy and Schlereth, American Home Life, 25-70; 
                     McAlesters, A Field Guide to American Houses, 319-341, 410-415, 438-463; Naeve, 
                     Identifying American Furniture, 40-47.
    Lecture: Search for an American Style.

24. Thur., April 21: Mechanization of the Twentieth-Century Home.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203  AMHERST.

    Reading: Cowan, More Work For Mother, 69-191. 
    Discussion: More Work for Mother?

25. Tue., April 26: Reforming Housing.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203 AMHERST.    

    Reading: Wright, Building the Dream, 176-239; McAlesters, A Field Guide to American Houses, 
                    464-473; Naeve, Identifying American Furniture, 48-51. 
    Lecture: Meanings of Modernization.

26. Thur., April 28: Post-War Suburbanization.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203, AMHERST.

    Reading: Wright, Building the Dream, 240-281; Hine, Populuxe, 37-57; Lizabeth Cohen, A 

                    Consumers’ Republic, 194-227 (M).
    Video in Class: Pride of Place, Part 4.

    Discussion: The Suburbanization of America

27. Tue., May 3: At Home in the 1950s.

    Location: Classroom, Chapin 203  AMHERST. 

    Reading: Hine, Populuxe, 1-36, 57-81, 107-138, 167-178; Cowan, More Work for Mother, 192-
                   216; McAlesters, A Field Guide to American Houses, 476-485;
    Discussion: At Home in the 1950s and the 1990s.

28. Thur. May 5: At Home in Greenfield.

    Location: 9 Orchard Street, GREENFIELD.

    Walking Tour of the Highland Neighborhood and a Cookout at the Sweeneys.

FRIDAY, MAY 6: SECOND PAPER DUE ELECTRONICALLY BY 5:00
FINAL EXAMINATION TO BE SCHEDULED.

