 PROVISIONAL SYLLABUS FOR EUROSTUDS 50

CITYSCAPES: IMAGINING THE EUROPEAN CITY

PROF. ROSBOTTOM    SPRING 2010

My office hours:  Wednesdays, 10-11, Tuesdays 2-4, or by appointment

My location: 214 Converse Hall, rcrosbottom@amherst.edu, 542-4050

Books to purchase (copies available at Amherst Books): Calvino, Invisible Cities, Sennett, Flesh and Stone, Mann, Death in Venice, Poe, The Gold-Bug & Other Stories, Stevenson, Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde.

Other required readings on the course site’s E-reserve.

Required films are available for streaming on our course site as well.
Course expectations: There will be a final, research paper of 8-10 pages, two (2) take-home essay exams, and occasional oral and/or commentaries. Class participation can definitely affect your grade positively.

Submission of assignments: Take-home exam and papers will be submitted as a WORD.docx, to my email address; other written commentaries will be placed on our course site.

JAN 26 T
INTRODUCTION

JAN 28 TH
WHAT IS A CITY?



Read: Tuan; Weber 



See: Ruttmann, Berlin: Symphony of a Great City (1927)

FEB 2
T
WHAT IS A CITY?



Read: Sennett (p. 15-86); Sassen

FEB 4
TH
IMAGINING A CITY: VENICE



Read: Calvino (to p. 82); Sennett (p. 212-51)



Commentary A: Why has Venice so attracted our imagination?

FEB 9
 T
IMAGINING A CITY: VENICE


Read: Calvino (to end); Simmel

FEB 11 TH
THE STRESSED URBAN BODY: ROME.1



Read: Sennett (p. 87-148)



See: Rossellini, Rome: Open City (1945)


Commentary B: Surveillance is a sine qua non of a viable city. 
FEB 16 T
THE STRESSED URBAN BODY:ROME.2


Read: Benevolo



See: De Sica, Bicycle Thieves (1947)
FEB 18 TH
EUROPE & ITS CITIES: PRAGUE



Commentary A: Cities belie nationalism. Discuss.

FEB 20 T
EUROPE & ITS CITIES: BERLIN  



Read: Fritzsche  


See: Wenders, Wings of Desire (1987)

FEB 22 TH
EUROPE: PARIS.1



Read: Benjamin



Commentary B: Define flâneur 100 words are less.






See: Bresson, Pickpocket (1959)

MAR 2  T
PARIS.2



Read: Sennett (p. 151-211); Sasaki; Rice

MAR 4  TH
PARIS.3
TAKE-HOME EXAM #1, DUE SATURDAY, MAR 6, AT NOON
MAR 9 T
MAPS, PLANS, SCHEMES



Read: Harley; Lynch; Sennett (p. 255-81)



Commentary A: Mapping is a type of rhetoric. Comment.

MAR 11 TH
PATHS OF DESIRE


Read: Mann (all)



Commentary B: Cities encourage sexual freedom. Comment.

SPRING BREAK


MAR 23 T
PATHS OF DESIRE



Read: Sennett (p. 282-316)



See: videos on parkour

MAR 25 TH
 PATHS OF DESIRE, 2

Read: Zola; Harvey; Boyer


Commentary A: To shop is to be. Comment.

MAR 30 T
PATHS OF DESIRE, 2



Read: Sennett (p. 317-76)

APR 1 TH
CITY & MEMORY


Read: Baudelaire



See: Goskind/Kazimierczak, Warsaw (1938)


Commentary B: A metropolis must have a heterogenous population.
APR 6
T
CITY & MEMORY





Read: Huyssen



See: Suwa, “Place des Victoires” & Clark, “14th Arrondissement” from Paris, je
 t’aime (2006)
APR 8 TH
THE CITY IN EXTREMIS


Read: Vale; Page (“Beauty and Terror”)




Commentary A: Is a city more “resilient” than its inhabitants?

APR 13 T
THE CITY IN EXTREMIS


Read: Rosbottom [handout]



See: Reed, TheThird Man (1949)

APR 15 TH
 VIOLENCE & THE OTHER



 Read: Poe (all)



 See: Kassovitz, Hate (1995)

TAKE-HOME ESSAY #2, DUE SATURDAY, APR 17, BY NOON
APR 20 T
VIOLENCE & THE OTHER



Read: Stevenson (all)



See: Schmitz, “Place des Fêtes” from Paris, je t’aime (2006) 

APR 22 TH
FUTURES: UTOPIC, DYSTOPIC, VIRTUAL



See: Clair, Paris qui dort (1925)




Commentary B: Technological advances have harmed city living. Discuss.

APR 27 T
FUTURES: UTOPIC, DYSTOPIC, VIRTUAL

APR 29 TH
NEW YORK: THE IDEAL EUROPEAN CITY?



Read: Page (“The Future of the City’s End”)


See: Wadleigh, Wolfen (1981)

MAY 4 T

MAY 6 TH 
HOW HAS THIS COURSE CHANGED YOUR LIFE?

FINAL PAPER DUE NOON, MONDAY, MAY 17, BY NOON
