SOCIOLOGY 15: FOUNDATIONS OF SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

2008
PARTICIPATION IN CLASS AND ON THE DISCUSSION BOARD


This course requires you to engage actively the theorists we read—reading carefully, re-reading, thinking about the ideas, arguing with them, finding insight, getting excited, getting frustrated and bewildered.


Active participation in class discussion and on the course discussion board is an important part of this project (as well as of your grade).

Class discussion

I expect everyone to attend class, participate in class discussion, and respect the comments of others.  If you find talking in class daunting, come see me and we will figure out how to help you.

Course discussion board

The course website on Blackboard (http://blackboard.amherst.edu)

has a discussion board accessible through the “Communications” button.  I will open a forum for each class.


I expect each student to post at least twice for each author we read, or about once a week.   I also expect you to respond to posts by fellow students.

I expect your posts to be brief (150 words) response to the readings for a specific class.   You may use questions from the handouts to direct your comments, but feel free to improvise.   

Although I expect you to write as clearly and coherently as possible, I do not expect you to have a clear understanding of the readings or scintillating insights.   You can structure your response around your confusions, frustrations, and/or misgivings.   

Where appropriate, I will respond to your posts or use them to help frame class discussion.
