Rel. 23/ASLC 15:  Introduction to Buddhist Traditions:  SECOND PAPER ASSIGNMENT
Write 4-5 pages on the following question:

The Buddha asserted the doctrine of “no-self,” which means that in an ultimate sense human beings do not have “selves.”  What then, is a person?  What does “no-self” mean and do you find this view persuasive?  Why or why not?

Your essay should discuss all of the relevant Buddhist concepts and terminology relevant to the Buddha’s claim, considering carefully the nuances of the Buddha’s understanding of human experience and the implications of this view.  Your account should be well grounded in the primary sources and demonstrate careful work with the ideas.  You should also develop your own position about whether or not this understanding of a person is apt, and explain why you think so.

Your paper should rely mostly on the primary sources – that is, the actual Buddhist texts we have been reading in class. If you use Gethin or Bodhi at all, use them sparingly!

Papers must cite their sources properly and include a bibliography (even though you will not need to use sources beyond our readings for the course).

DUE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15TH,  5 PM, SLIPPED UNDER MY OFFICE DOOR (CHAPIN 207). Hard copies only, double spaced. 
