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BUDDHIST LITERARY CULTURES

ASLC 31/REL 71
Professors Maria Heim and Paola Zamperini

Tu./Thu. 10-11:20

Webster 220

Maria Heim





Paola Zamperini

mrheim@amherst.edu



            pzamperini@amherst.edu

Office Hours:  Tu. 11:30-12:30


Office Hours:  Wed. 3-5


or by appointment




or by appointment


Chapin 207





Webster 106
This course studies Buddhist literature and literary aesthetics from South Asia, China, Tibet, and Japan. We will consider several genres including biographies of the Buddha and Buddhist saints, hagiographies, sutras, epics, folk tales, poetry, film, anime, and art. We will explore how literature may be uniquely empowered to generate and reflect certain sensibilities and to make certain truths known. We will also be focusing on what the texts mean for the people who write, hear, read, and preserve them and how these meanings occur over time. By examining how literary ideals inflect religious, ethical, and political values (and vice versa), we will be attentive to how literary communities and institutions work. Students in the course will experiment with writing and appreciating poetry by participating in a “Haiku Slam.” 
Books (for purchase at Jeffrey Amherst Bookstore and on reserve at the library):


Jayawickrame, trans. Story of Gotama Buddha

Khoroche, trans. Once the Buddha Was a Monkey

Thurman, trans. The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti

Wu, trans. The Monkey and the Monk

Lhalungpa, trans. The Life of Milarepa

Dowman, trans. Sky Dancer: Secret Life and Songs of Lady Yeshe Tsogyal

Lin and Schulz, trans. The Tower of Myriad Mirrors

Some readings are available on Blackboard under “Course Documents”; please print them out and always plan bring them to class when we are discussing them. Other readings are available in a Course Packet (“CP” on the syllabus) to be purchased from Chris Williford in the Asian Studies Department office. Please note that we may add additional readings to the ones listed below and slight changes in our schedule may occur.

Also:  please purchase a copy of the out-of-print book The Perfect Generosity of Prince Vessantara, trans. Gombrich and Cone, from Chris Williford when you buy your Course Packet. 

Assignments:

1) Regular attendance and participation in class discussion.

2) Weekly one-page reflection papers on the impact that week’s text has had on you and how you think the text made your reaction possible. In particular, attend to how the text made you feel certain things and what literary techniques it employed to do so. More details forthcoming. The first reflection will be due on Thursday, February 14th, and will be due on in class every Thursday thereafter.

3) Two 5-page papers, the first due on Friday, February 29th, the second on Monday, March 31. Topics will be assigned.

4) A final research paper, 10-12 pages, on a text or genre of Buddhist literature that we have not read in class that you choose to research and explore. More details will follow. The paper will be due on Tuesday, May 13th. 

Course Schedule:
January 29-31: What are literary Cultures? What is Buddhism?
Sheldon Pollock, “Introduction” to Literary Cultures in History: 
Reconstructions from South Asia (CP)
Hallisey and Reynolds, “Buddhist Religion, Culture, and Civilization” (CP)

February 5-7:  Biographies of the Buddha

Tues:
Jayawickrame, trans., Story of Gotama Buddha, up to p. 101

Thurs:
finish Jayawikrame



Excerpt from the Buddhacarita, pp. 32-44 (to be given out in class)

February 12-14:  Sanskrit Literary Aesthetics and the Sanskrit Cosmopolis

Tues:
Aryasura’s Once the Buddha Was a Monkey, pp. vi-17; 32-95; 107-109; 115-152



Subhasitaratnakosa, (selections to be given out and discussed in class)


Thurs: 
Once the Buddha Was a Monkey, pp. 166-172; 186-204; 249-253



In-class Film:  “Borobudur: Beyond the Reach of Time”
February 19-21:  The Pali Imaginaire

Tues: 
Cone and Gombrich, trans. The Perfect Generosity of Prince Vessantara 

Thurs:
Cone and Gombrich, trans. The Perfect Generosity of Prince Vessantara

Sama Jataka (to be given out in class)

February 26-28:  Mahayana Literature and Pan-Asian Literary Formations


Tues:
Thurman, trans. The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti

Thurs:
Thurman, trans. The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti
Ways with Words on the “Heart Sutra” (CP)

Wednesday, February 27:  “Amongst White Clouds” screening and director’s talk at Amherst Cinema with Ted Burger (time to be announced)

PAPER 1 DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29

March 4-6:  Traveling Dharma: The case of China

Tues:
“The Spirits of Chinese Religion” (on Blackboard, under the heading “Course Documents”)
Thurs:  “The Filial Piety Sutra” (on Blackboard, “Course Documents”)

“The Great Maudgalyana Rescues his Mother from Hell” (CP)



Buddhist Sculptures slides in-class

March 11-12:  Fictions of Enlightenment 1. The Journey to the West

Tues:
Wu, trans., The Monkey and the Monk, 1 to 274
Thurs. 
Wu, trans., The Monkey and the Monk, 275-497
March 18-20:  SPRING BREAK

March 25-27: Fictions of Enlightenment 2. Across the Looking Glass

Tues. 
Lin and Schulz, trans. The Tower of Myriad Mirrors, Chapter1 through 8 included

Thurs.  Lin and Schulz, trans. The Tower of Myriad Mirrors, Chapter 9 through 16, Appendix  included

PAPER 2 DUE MONDAY, MARCH 31

April 1-3:  Tibetan Sorcerers, Yogi’s, and Saints

 Tues:  Llalungpa, trans. The Life of Milarepa
 Thurs:
Llalungpa, trans. The Life of Milarepa
April 8-10:  A Tibetan Yogini –Yeshe Tsogyal
Tues.   Dowman, trans. Sky Dancer

Thurs:
Dowman, trans. Sky Dancer
“Drukpa Kunley’s Sutra of Sex” (on Blackboard)

April 15-17:  The Karma of Words. The case of Japan  
Tues.   LaFleur, The Karma of Words, Introduction

“Monk Saigyo”, from Traditional Japanese Poetry, 157-168 (CP)

Thurs.  Kamo no Chomei, “An Account of my Hermitage”, from Classical 

Japanese Prose, 377-392 (CP)

April 22-24:  Traveling Poets and the Dharma of Anime 

Tues.   Basho, “The Narrow Road of the Interior”, from Classical Japanese 
Prose, 522-551 (CP)

Thurs. Osamu Tezuka, excerpts from Buddha, the Anime (CP)

April 29-May 1: Buddha Mind in Art, East and West

Tues.    Haiku Slam! In the Japanese Garden, details forthcoming

Thurs.  Zhang Huan, a Buddhist Artist? Visit Zhang Huan’s website (on 
Blackboard) and look at most recent artwork, sculptures, as well as at his performances, and also find out as much as possible from the website (interviews, text and so on) as well as from other sources) how Zhang Huan sees Buddhism influencing his creative projects
Please watch the following movies on your computer or any campus computer:

  
“Enlightenment Guaranteed” (Streamed DVD)

“I heart Huckabees” (Streamed DVD)

“Lost Horizon” (Streamed DVD)

May 6-8:  The Dharma of Moving Images

    
Tues. Buddhamind (selections to be given out and discussed in class)

Thurs. In class discussion of screened movies:

“Enlightenment Guaranteed” (Streamed DVD)

“I heart Huckabees” (Streamed DVD)

“Lost Horizon” (Streamed DVD)

FINAL RESEARCH PAPER DUE TUESDAY, MAY 13
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