Coins Project

1. Let me know your group by class 4-20-2010

2. Make an appointment with me to come and see your coin and take a picture.

Slots:
Thursday 11.30-3.15


Friday 10-1.30 and 2-5ish

3. Paper of 1 page (ONE), due by class Tuesday 27.

Each one-page paper should cover one aspect of your coin; it’s up to you to decide who researches on which of the following aspects:

a. When was the coin minted? Be as specific as you can (not only year, but also month, if you can). The when-paper will have to address the following questions:

- what is going on in this specific year? 

- how does this coin mirror the historical context? 

- which other events from the same period are reflected into this coin and which ones should we consider to contextualize it?

b. Which material is used? And what is the value of the coin? What was the system of currency at the time of your specific coin? What could you buy with it? Where did its material most likely come from? How pure is the coin? What does its fineness tell us about its maker?
c. What images are imprinted on the coin? What do the figures represent? How typical of its own time is this iconography? How original? Do the same/similar images appear in other coins or in other monuments (statues of an emperor, sculptures, etc)??

d. What inscriptions appear on the coin? What do they mean? How typical of the period are they? What do these inscriptions tell us about the coin and its maker?

e. Which other coins are related to yours? Place your coin into its numismatic context: find 4 other coins which help you to understand yours. Can you find coins with the same images? Or by the same emperor? Or with the same inscriptions? How typical of its time and maker is this coin?

