First Year Seminar 103: Growing Up in America

Fall, 2011
FYSE 103 section 2: Fayerweather 113









Professor Carol Clark
Fayerweather 108 (campus box 2249) 542-2096 ccclark@amherst.edu 
Office hours: M 3-5 and by appt. 
Course Expectations and Policies

Classroom Preparation and Participation

Classroom discussion is central to learning in a First Year Seminar, and every student is expected to be a full participant in discussions. Articulating your responses and listening to others respond to the readings will help you test and develop your ideas. You need to complete the reading in sufficient time to prepare for class discussion. It is essential that you bring the readings to class so that we can refer directly to them.
Attendance 

This course is a discussion-based seminar and thus attendance is required. Please arrive on time and notify me in advance if you must be absent or late for class. Your classroom participation grade will be reduced for absences and lateness if they are not legitimate. 
Discussion Questions

Upon completing each reading, please compose one question or comment on the reading – something you think would be interesting and provocative for classroom discussion. Post your question/comment on the discussion board on our course website and bring a copy to class. In addition, please post a response to one other student’s post. Your question and response should be posted no later than 4 AM the day of class. 
Writing Assignments 

You will be doing frequent short writing assignments. In the first month of the course you will be asked to complete two Reading Forms, which are meant to help develop skills at identifying arguments and evaluating evidence. These are skills you will use throughout the semester both in reading critically and in writing analytical papers. Over the semester you will write five papers.
Oral Presentation

You will have the opportunity to team up with another student for an in-class oral presentation based on the Library Research Project.

Extensions

No extensions will be granted without permission of the Dean of Students.

Grading

Your final grade will be based on the following criteria: 

Questions: 10%

Reading Forms: 10%

Papers: The first paper will not be graded. The others are worth 15% each
Classroom participation: 20%

Required books 
The required books are listed below in the order in which they appear on the syllabus and are available at Amherst Books, 8 Main Street. They are marked (B) on the syllabus.

Suskind, R. (1998) A Hope in the Unseen.

Alger, H. (1867/1868) Ragged Dick and Mark, the Match Boy.

Deloria, E. (1988). Waterlily.

MacLeod, J. (1995). Ain’t No Makin’ It, Aspirations & Attainment in a Low-Income Neighborhood.

Baldwin, J. (1981) Go Tell it on the Mountain.

Bissinger, H. G. (1990) Friday Night Lights.
Lahiri, J. (2003) The Namesake.

Electronic Reserve
All articles marked * on the syllabus are on e-reserves on the course website. 
Reserve readings 

Readings marked (R) are on Reserve in the Keefe Science Library in the Merrill Science Center. 
The film, Freedom Riders, will also be on reserve in the Keefe Science Library.
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Tu 




Sept. 6
Introduction to the course

Th

Read:

Sept. 8
Suskind, R. (1998) A Hope in the Unseen. Chapters 
1 through 7, and Author’s Note (B)

Tu

Read:

Sept.13  
Suskind, R. (1998) A Hope in the Unseen. Chapters 8 through the Epilogue (B)



Paper Assignment 1 due 

COMING OF AGE PRE-TWENTIETH CENTURY
Th

Read:

Sept. 15
*Morgan, E. (1966). The Puritan Family: Religion and Domestic Relations in 

Seventeenth-Century New England. Chapter 3
*Thompson, R. (1986). Sex in Middlesex: Popular Mores in a Massachusetts 

County, 1649-1699. pp. 83-105, Endnotes pp. 217-223.


Reading Form 1 due 
Tu

Read:
Sept. 20
Alger, H. (1866) Ragged Dick and Mark, the Match Boy. pp. 39- 216 (B)
Th

Read:

Sept. 22
Deloria, E. (1988). Waterlily. Pp. 3-134 (B)
Tu

Read:

Sept.27
Deloria, E. (1988). Waterlily. Pp. 134-227 (B)



Th

Read:
Sept. 29
*Bakan, D. (1971) Adolescence in America: From idea to social fact. Daedalus, 

Fall, pp. 979-995



*Demos, J. (1986). Past, Present, and Personal. Chapter 5 


Reading Form 2 due
 
SOCIAL CLASS, RACE, AND ETHNICITY
Tu
Lecture: Identity

Oct 4

Read:
*Erikson, E. (1968). Identity, Youth and Crisis. pp. 94, 128-134, 155-161, 167-169, 179-188

Bring draft of Paper 2 to class
Th

Library Research Project (Meet at Frost Library)
Oct 6

 
Mid-semester break
Wed

Oct 12
Optional, great opportunity! We have tickets to see the documentary film “Louder than a Bomb” at the Amherst Cinema at 7:00.


Th 

Visit by guest scholar: Prof. Frederick Hoxie, Amherst Class of 1969

Oct. 13

Read: 
*Sarah Winnemucca, Life Among the Piutes: Their Wrongs and Claims (1883), chapter 1 (pp. 5-44)

Fri

Oct. 14


Paper 2 due by 5pm
Tu 

Read:
Oct. 18
  
Baldwin, J. (1952) Go Tell it on the Mountain. Part I and Part II to the end of 
Florence’s Prayer (B)

Th

Read:

Oct. 20

Baldwin, J. (1952). Go Tell it on the Mountain. Finish the book (B)

Tu

Read:
Oct. 25
MacLeod, J. (1995). Ain’t No Makin’ It, Aspirations & Attainment in a Low-
Income Neighborhood. Chapters 1 - 4 (B)

Th

Oct. 27 
Class Presentations on Library Research Projects
Tu
 Read:

Nov 1
MacLeod, J. (1995). Ain’t No Makin’ It, Aspirations & Attainment in a Low-
Income Neighborhood. Chapter 4, 6, pp. 155-160, 196-211 (B)

 
Th

Film: People like Us: Social Class in America (2001) (to be shown in class)

Nov 3

Read:
*Lareau, A. (2003) Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race, and Family Life. pp. 1-8,
 38-65
Tu

Mead Art Museum Project (meet at the museum)
Nov. 8
Paper 3 due

SEXUALITY AND SEX ROLES
Th

Nov. 10
Read:
Bailey, B. (1989). From Front Porch to Back Seat. pp. 13-56, 77-96 (R)


*Peiss, K. (1986). Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New York. Chapter 4: Dance Madness
Tu



Nov.15

Read:

*LeBlanc, A.N. (2003). Random Family: Love, Drugs, Trouble, and Coming of 

Age in the Bronx. Chapter 1, pp. 3-18

*Denizet-Lewis, B. (2004). Friends, Friends with benefits, and the benefits of the 

local mall. The New York Times Magazine, May 30, 2004. 
*Hamilton, L., & Armstrong, E. A. (2009). Gendered sexuality in young adulthood: Double binds and flawed options. Gender and Society, 23(5), 589-616



Th

Nov. 17
Read:
*Savin-Williams, R. (2006) Who’s gay? Does it matter? Current Directions in Psychological Science, 15 (1), 40-44.
*Diamond, L. M. (2003). Was it a phase? Young women’s relinquishment of lesbian/bisexual identities over a 5-year period. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 84 (2), 352-364.
*Denizet-Lewis, B. (2009) Coming out in middle school. New York Times Magazine, Sept 27, 2009, p. 36.
Week of
THANKSGIVING BREAK

Nov. 21
CULTURE AND COMMUNITY

Mon

Paper 4 due at noon
Nov 28 
Tu

Read:
Nov. 29
Bissinger, H. G. (1990) Friday Night Lights. pp. 1-152 (B)
  
Th

Read:

Dec. 1

Bissinger, H. G. (1990) Friday Night Lights. pp. 153-363 (B)
Tu

Read:
Dec. 6

Lahiri, J. (2003) The Namesake, chapters 1-5 (B)


Wed

Thesis for Paper 5 due by midnight
Dec. 7

Th.

Read: 
Dec. 8

Workshop theses for final papers
Tu.

Read:
Dec. 13 
Lahiri, J. (2003) The Namesake, chapters 6-12 (B)



Course evaluation

Friday, December 16. Paper 5 due at 9 AM. 
