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	Course description

If God is omnipotent, God is capable of preventing evils from occurring.    If God is omniscient, God knows how to prevent evils from occurring.  And if God is omnibenevolent, God wants to prevent evils from occurring. The world contains evil.  Does it follow from the above that no omnipotent, omniscient, omnibenevolent God exists?  This is the classical ‘problem of evil’ in the Western monotheistic traditions.  
This course explores discussions of this problem that have taken place (mostly) within the last sixty years, (mostly) within the Christian analytic philosophical tradition.  We will explore a number of topics around which recent discussions have coalesced:  the distinction between the global and local (or logical and evidential) problems of evil; the free will defense, including the problem of God’s foreknowledge of free actions;  soul-making;  middle knowledge;  hell;  the problem of innocent suffering;  and the problem of horrors.  We will examine both responses to the problem of evil that try to remain firmly within the bounds of Christian orthodoxy and responses that depart from orthodoxy in various respects.

	Books

Textbooks for the course will be available from Amherst Books:

	Augustine, On Free Choice of the Will (Prentice-Hall, 1964)
	Marilyn & Robert Adams (eds.), The Problem of Evil (Oxford, 1990)
	Peter Van Inwagen, The Problem of Evil (Oxford, 2006)

In addition to the textbooks, there will be a packet of readings available from the Religion Department.

	Expectations

Students are expected to do all of the assigned readings before class, to attend all class sessions, and to participate actively in classroom discussion.  The use of laptop computers in class is discouraged but not prohibited.
Each student will be responsible for introducing one assigned reading to the class, providing a brief (ca. 10 minutes) introduction and posing one or more discussion questions.
Formal written work for the course will consist of four papers:  one two-page paper due early in the semester, two 4-5 page papers due at various points during the semester, and one 12-15 page paper due at the end of the course.  The shorter papers will be on assigned topics, typically concentrating on a single text or theme;  I will suggest topics for the final paper, but you are also encouraged to develop your own paper topics.  

	Course policies

Draft policy:  I encourage the writing of multiple drafts, and am willing to read and comment on one rough draft per paper assignment.  You will need to alert me ahead of time that you will be submitting a rough draft, and will need to allow sufficient time for me to read and comment on drafts in advance of paper deadlines.  Use of the Writing Center’s resources is encouraged.
Revision policy:  Once a paper has been submitted in final form and graded, I do not accept revisions.
Extension policy:  I am likely to grant paper extensions if they are asked for well ahead of time.  Two kinds of reasons are acceptable for asking for an extension:  first, to better manage your workload in cases where deadlines for assignments from various classes fall closely together;  and second, in cases where an emergency arises which requires your immediate attention and prevents you from meeting the deadline.  No extensions will be granted less than twenty-four hours in advance of a paper deadline except in cases of emergency.  Papers that are received late (i.e. not received by either a standard or an extended deadline) will be penalized by a minimum of 1/3 of a letter grade and will receive minimal commentary.
Absence policy:  I allow one unexcused absence per semester.  Further unexcused absences will result in a significant grade penalty.  Among valid reasons for requesting an excuse to miss class are illness; job interviews; missed or canceled airline flights (after vacations); and family or personal emergencies.  Among non-valid reasons for requesting an excuse are alarm clock failures; conflicting college activities (curricular, co-curricular or extracurricular); leaving early for vacations;  and roommates who do not wake you up in time for class.
Lateness policy:  If you have a compelling reason for appearing late in class on a regular basis (such as needing to cross campus after another class) please make me aware of this.  Important announcements regarding administrative matters, such as assignments or course policies, are typically made at the beginning of class.  If you are late to class, you are responsible for finding out what you may have missed. 
Grading policy:  Final grades for the course will be calculated primarily according to the following weighting:
		First paper:  15%
		Second paper:  25%
		Third paper:  25%
		Final paper:  35%

Classroom presentations, contribution to classroom discussion, unexcused absences, and repeated, unexplained lateness to class will be taken into account in the calculation of final grades.

Students are expected to abide by the Amherst College Statement of Intellectual Responsibility:

Every person's education is the product of his or her own intellectual effort and participation in a process of critical exchange. Amherst cannot educate those who are unwilling to submit their own work and ideas to critical assessment. Nor can it tolerate those who interfere with the participation of others in the critical process. Therefore, the College considers it a violation of the requirements of intellectual responsibility to submit work that is not one's own or otherwise to subvert the conditions under which academic work is performed by oneself or by others.
	

	CLASS SCHEDULE

     Note:  (AA) = Adams & Adams, The Problem of Evil

Jan 25	Course introduction
Jan 27	Augustine,  On Free Choice of the Will, Book 1, Book 2 sections I-II, XVIII-XX

Feb 1  	Augustine,  On Free Choice of the Will, Book 3 sections I-V, XVI-XVII
Feb 3 	Craig, The Problem of Divine Foreknowledge and Future Contingents (packet)

Feb 8	Freddoso, “Introduction” to Molina, On Divine Foreknowledge (packet)
Feb 10	Freddoso, continued

Feb 12	First paper due

Feb 15	Mackie, “Evil and Omnipotence” (AA)
Feb 17 	Plantinga, “God, Evil, and the Metaphysics of Freedom” (AA)

Feb 22	Plantinga, continued
Feb 24	Robert Adams, “Middle Knowledge and the Problem of Evil” (AA)

Mar 1	Chisolm, “The Defeat of Good and Evil (AA)
Mar 3	Van Inwagen, The Problem of Evil, chs. 1, 2

Mar 8	Van Inwagen, The Problem of Evil, ch. 3
Mar 10	Van Inwagen, The Problem of Evil, chs. 4, 5

Mar 12	Second paper due

Mar 15, 17	Spring recess

Mar 22, 24	No class

Mar 29	Hick, “Soul-Making and Suffering” (AA)
Mar 31	Hick, selections from Death and Eternal Life (packet)
	
Apr 5	Rowe, “The Problem of Evil and Some Varieties of Atheism” (AA)
Apr 7	Wykstra, “The Humean Obstacle to Evidential Arguments from Suffering” and Rowe, “Evil and the Theistic Hypothesis:  A Response to Wykstra” (AA)

Apr 9	Third paper due

Apr 12	Swinburne, “A Theodicy of Heaven and Hell” (packet)
Apr 14	Marilyn Adams, “The Problem of Hell:  a Problem of Evil for Christians” (packet)

Apr 19  	Van Inwagen, The Problem of Evil, ch. 6
Apr 21	Marilyn Adams, “Horrendous Evils and the Goodness of God” (AA)

Apr 26, 28	Reading TBD

May 3, 5	catch-up week

May 12	Final paper due
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