Religion 49, Christianity, Philosophy & History
Fall 2010

Reading questions for Hegel, Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion

For Tuesday, Sep. 28:  pp. 391-452

Note:  the Hegel readings are difficult.  Do not spend too much time trying to understand them in fine detail.  Focus on two things:  first, the general sweep of the text, or ‘what Hegel is trying to accomplish’ in broad terms;  and second, the reading questions below.  Do not despair if much of the text seems impenetrable;  we will spend time in class trying to sort out the difficult parts.   But do spend time with the text, and try to grasp as much as you can.  

	It will help you to know that there is a pattern that frequently recurs in Hegel’s writing.  That pattern is one of emanation and return, or separation and recombination.  That is, Hegel will frequently talk about things that were originally one, which have become divided into two or more, and will eventually be re-united.  This pattern lies at the heart of what Hegel will have to say about religion. 


1)	How does Hegel position theology and philosophy in relation to each other?

2)  	How does the idea of a ‘need for reconciliation’ figure into this text?

3)  	What is Hegel’s attitude towards those aspects of God that are a ‘mystery’ for the human understanding?

4)  	In what respects are human beings ‘by nature’ good and at the same time ‘by nature’ evil, according to Hegel?

For Thursday, Sep. 30:  pp. 452-489

1)  	What importance does Hegel attach to traditional doctrines concerning the person of Christ—i.e. that Christ was both human and divine?

2)	In what way is the death of Christ important for Hegel?

3)  	What role does Hegel give to religious community?

4)  	In the final analysis, how important is philosophy to religion, for Hegel?


