English 1

Writing About Literature: Representing Illness

Prof. Judy Frank

Spring 2010




Office hours:  Monday, 3:30-4:30, Wednesday, 3:30-4:30



Johnson Chapel 12, x2071



jefrank@amherst.edu

In this course, we will examine the way that writers imagine illness, how they try to make order and meaning out of illness, and how they use illness to talk about other aspects of experience.  It is not a course on the social history of illness or on the social construction of disease.  You’ll notice that we will be reading literature in a variety of genres.  In each case we’ll be discussing not only what these works say about illness but how they say it: with what language and in what form they speak the experience of bodily suffering.  In addition, this course offers students the opportunity to work on developing close reading skills and becoming effective and eloquent writers.  

Required texts – available at Amherst Bookstore, 8 Main St., and possibly at The Option as well.  Please purchase the editions listed, so we’ll all be on the same page or with the same translation. 


The Complete Greek Tragedies: Sophocles II (Univ. of Chicago)


Susan Sontag,  Illness as Metaphor and AIDS and its Metaphors (Picador)


Anatole Broyard,  Intoxicated by My Illness (Ballantine)


John Edgar Wideman, Fever (Penguin)


José Saramago, Blindness (Harvest Books)


Mark Doty, My Alexandria (Univ. of Illinois)


Michael Harvey, The Nuts and Bolts of College Writing (Hackett Publishing)

There is also a reader available in the English department office.  You will be billed for these materials.

Requirements:

· Seven 3-page papers (50% of your grade).  You may rewrite your papers if you wish, but must hand in the rewrites within two weeks of my returning the original paper.  Papers should be submitted via email attachment, in Word (either doc or docx).  Please double-space, and number your pages.   Papers are due Fridays at 2 pm.
· A final paper, 5-7 pages  (15% of your grade)
· Ten homework assignments, due in class (25% of your grade).  You may rewrite these as many times as you wish, but must hand them in within two weeks of my returning the original paper.  Homework should be submitted in hard copy, in class.  Double-spaced.
· Attendance! – students who miss more than one or two classes without an excuse will have one point taken off their final grade.  
· Informed class participation (10% of your grade)

Please note:  I will not accept computer crashes as an excuse for late work: back up your work!

The grading of the homework assignments:  

Your homework will be graded on a scale of 0 to 2.

“2” means: “Very good; I couldn’t have asked for more.”  

To say this is not to say that your homework is perfect or even that, in my view, it is close to being right.  It’s only to say that I’m very happy with the work that you have done on this assignment.  

If you receive a 2, it is unlikely that you will receive comments from me.

“1” means: “You have completed the assignment, but there are significant problems with your work.  In my view,  you would benefit from trying to complete the assignment again in light of my comments, class discussion, and/or a discussion with me during my office hours.”  
A 1 does not mean that you are required to redo this assignment, only that you have the option of doing so.  

If you receive a 1 from me and if we don’t discuss the sort of problems that your assignment has in class, then it is likely that I will return your homework to you with comments.  

“0” means that I did not receive a homework assignment from you.

You have the option of redoing your short assignments in order to improve your understanding and/or grade. 

At best, through revision, your grade on any given assignment can improve by 1 point. Consequently, if you do not complete the assignment on time and, as a result, you receive a 0, then at best your grade can be raised to a 1 no matter how many times you revise your assignment. 

SYLLABUS
Jan. 25   introduction and Campo poems

Jan. 27   Carver, “Cathedral,” in reader  (homework 1)

Friday, Jan 29:  Paper #1 due, by 2 pm

Feb. 1    Carver, cont.  (homework 2)



  Harvey, Chapter 1

Feb. 3    Moore, “People Like That Are the Only People Here,” in reader
Feb. 8    Moore, cont. (homework 3)
Feb. 10  workshop

  Harvey, Chapter 4

Friday, Feb 12:  Paper #2 due, by 2 pm
Feb. 15   Sophocles, Philoctetes
Feb. 17   Philoctetes, cont.  (homework 4)
Feb. 22    workshop
Feb. 24    Philoctetes, cont.


   “Amputees by Choice,” in reader

    Harvey, pp. 30-33


Friday, Feb. 26:  Paper #3 due, by 2 pm
Mar. 1    Sontag, Illness as Metaphor
Mar. 3    Sontag, cont. (homework 5)
Mar. 8    Broyard, Intoxicated by My Illness 

Mar. 10  Broyard, cont. (homework 6)

Mar. 15   spring break

Mar. 17   spring break

Mar. 22    poems from My Alexandria
Mar. 24    My Alexandria, cont.  (homework 7)

Friday, Mar. 26:   Paper #4 due, by 2 pm
Mar. 29    no class

Mar. 31   My Alexandria, cont. (homework 8)

   Harvey, Chapter 2

Apr. 5    My Alexandria, cont.  

Apr. 7    Wideman, “Fever”

Friday, Apr. 9:  Paper #5 due, by 2 pm
Apr. 12    “Fever,” cont.  (homework 9)
Apr. 14    workshop 

Friday, Apr. 16:  Paper #6 due, by 2 pm

Apr. 19    Saramago, Blindness
Apr. 21    Blindness, cont.  (homework 10)
Apr. 26    Blindness, cont.
Apr. 28    Blindness, cont.

Friday, Apr. 30:  Paper #7 due, by 2 pm

May 3    workshop
May 5    conclusion, workshop

Wednesday, May 12:  Final paper due




Last day rewrites will be accepted

