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PROSEMINAR: WRITING THE PAST
Books for Purchase
The books listed below should be purchased at the Jeffery Amherst College Store.

Richard Evans, In Defense of History, Norton.

John W. Dower, War Without Mercy, Pantheon Books.
Richard B. Frank, Downfall: The End of the Imperial Japanese Empire, Random House.

Raul Hilberg, The Destruction of the European Jews (Student Edition), Holmes & Meier.

Christopher Hill, The Century of Revolution, Norton.

Jonathan D. Spence, The Death of Woman Wang, Penguin


Art Spiegelman, Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History, Pantheon.
All other readings in the course (which are contained in packets of photocopied materials) should be purchased in the History Department office, Chapin 11.
Students in History 99 must learn to use the bibliographic program Endnote X, which can be downloaded from the IT software site.   

Schedule of Meetings, Readings, and Other Assignments
TELLING THE STORY:  THE EXECUTION OF CHARLES I
W. 9/3

R. Evans, In Defense of History, pp. 1-37, 65-87, 89-163.
M. 9/8

J.H. Hexter, "The Rhetoric of History," in J. H. Hexter, Doing History, pp. 29-43.

C. V. Wedgwood, A Coffin for King Charles, pp. 7-40, 44-78, 83-88, 92-98, 117-154, 162-165, 176-181.
W. 9/10
R.G. Collingwood, The Idea of History, pp. 213-18, 228-31, 233-38, 240-49.
Thomas Babington Macaulay, The History of England from the Accession of James II, vol. 1, pp. 1-4, 12-63.


Peter Gay, "The Acrobat," in Peter Gay, Style in History, pp. 97-120.

M. 9/15
Macaulay, The History of England from the Accession of James II, vol. 1, 



pp. 63-103, 107-132.



H. Butterfield, The Whig Interpretation of History, pp. 1-18.

J.C.D. Clark, “Progress as Parochialism,” Historically Speaking 7, no. 5 (May/June, 2006): 26-27.

Wilfred M. McClay, “Revisiting the Idea of Progress in History, Historically Speaking 9, no. 1 (Sept/Oct, 2007), pp. 11-12.

W. 9/17
Friedrich Engels, Socialism : Utopian and Scientific (preface to the 1892 English edition), read pp. 19-21 and skim the rest for flavor if you want)
Christopher Hill, The Century of Revolution, 1603-1714, Author’s preface, first paragraph (to orient yourself in the book), Introductory and Chapter 2 (pp. 1-10), and pp. 11-33, 36-47, 63-72, 77-80, 86-91, 101-113, 119-122, 124-132, 139-153, 161-164.
J.H. Hexter, "The Historical Method of Christopher Hill," in J.H. Hexter, On Historians, pp. 227-251 and Hill’s reply from London Times Literary Supplement. 
J.H. Hexter, "The Historian and His Day," in J. H. Hexter, Reappraisals in History, pp. 1-13.
M. 9/22
Fernand Braudel, Preface to first edition of The Mediterranean.

Lawrence Stone, "The Results of the English Revolutions of the Seventeenth Century," in J. G. A. Pocock, ed., Three British Revolutions: 1641, 1688, 1776, pp. 23-62, 89-108.
W. 9/24
Conrad Russell, ed., The Origins of the English Civil War, pp. 1-12 and 197-218.



J. S. Morrill, The Revolt of the Provinces, pp. 89-98.

Lawrence Stone, "The Revolution Over the Revolution," The New York Review of Books, June 11, 1992.

Theodore K. Rabb, “ Narrative, Periodization, and the Study of History,” Historically Speaking 8, no. 3 (Jan/Feb, 2006): 2-4.
Su. 9/28
PAPER DUE 

SOURCING THE STORY:  
THE DEATH OF WOMAN WANG
M. 9/29
Frederic E. Wakeman, The Fall of Imperial China, pp. 55-94
Mencius, trans. D. C. Lau, pp. 1-8
Wing-tsit Chan, A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, pp. 1-5
Confucius, The Analects  (Type-Script), pp. 1-2
Liu-Hung Huang and Chu Djang, A Complete Book Concerning Happiness and Benevolence: A Manual for Local Magistrates in Seventeenth-Century China (Hereafter Chüan), pp. 107-125. 
W. 10/1
Jonathan D. Spence, The Death of Woman Wang, pp. 1-98
M. 10/6
Kangxi, Emperor of China; Self Portrait of K’ang Hsi, trans. Jonathan D. Spence, pp. 29-35.

David G. Johnson, Andrew J. Nathan, and Evelyn Sakakida Rawski, Popular Culture in Late Imperial China, (selections, about 6 pages)

Liu-Hung Huang and Chu Djang, pp. 181-91 (taxes); 531-35 (reading the Sacred Edict); 251-53 (legal proceedings), 258-262 (suppressing litigiousness).

Daniel L. Overmyer, Folk Buddhist Religion: Dissenting Sects in Late Traditional China, pp.89-105, 135-138.
Susan Naquin, Shantung Rebellion: The Wang Lun Uprising of 1774,  pp. 37-61. 
W. 10/8
Spence, Death of Woman Wang, pp. 99-139

Liu-Hung Huang and Chu Djang,  pp. 273-279 (judicial torture); 319-22 (homicide); 359-65 (forensics); 431-443 (adultery and other sex crimes); 343-51 (Woman Wang Case).
Mid-semester break  (Sa. 10/11-Tu. 10/14)
W. 10/15
Charlotte Furth, "Concepts of Pregnancy, Childbirth, and Infancy in Ch'ing Dynasty China," Journal of Asian Studies 46 (1987):7-35.

Charlotte Furth, A Flourishing Yin: Gender in China's Medical History, 960-1665, pp. 266-300
Dorothy Ko, Cinderella's Sisters: A Revisionist History of Footbinding, pp. 145-195.
M. 10/20
Dorothy Ko, Teachers of the Inner Chambers: Women and Culture in Seventeenth-Century China, pp. 29-34,  48-67, 251-293

Janet M. Theiss, Disgraceful Matters: The Politics of Chastity in Eighteenth-Century China, pp. 1-13, 98-107, 133-153,  192-209.
S. 10/25  
PAPER DUE
EXPLAINING THE STORY: 
PERPETRATORS IN THE HOLOCAUST
VIDEO: 

Night and Fog



See via video-streaming by Wednesday, 10/22. 
W. 10/22 

Raul Hilberg, The Destruction of the European Jews, pp. 5-24, 74-96, 125-138, 192-217, 263-305.
M. 10/27

Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem (Viking edition), pp. 21-55, 83-95, 116-126, 135-150, 206-219, 234-252, 274-279, 287-288.




I. Kershaw, “Hitler and the Holocaust,” pp. 82-106.
W. 10/29

Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men, pp. 1-189.
M., 11/3

Daniel Goldhagen, Hitler's Willing Executioners, pp. 3-24, 49-79, 203-262, 375-415.   
W. 11/5       

Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men, pp. 191-223 [Class ends 15 minutes 


early today]
W. 11/10

Class cancelled.


M. 11/12

Ruth Bettina Birn, "Revising the Holocaust," Historical Journal 40 (1997) 




pp. 195-215.

Daniel Goldhagen, “The Fictions of Ruth Bettina Birn, German Politics and Society 16 (no. 2 (1998): 119-165.



“Ruth Bettina Birn Answers Goldhagen” and “Daniel Jonah Goldhagen Comments on Birn,” German Politics and Society 16, no. 2 (1998): 69-93.
M. 11/17

Art Spiegelman, Maus I: A Survivor's Tale.



Lawrence Langer, Holocaust Testimonies, pp. 1-4, 9-13, 21-33, 58-69, 121-25, 148-157.
JUDGING THE STORY: HIROSHIMA
VIDEO:

Know Your Enemy-Japan



See via video-streaming by Wednesday, 11/19
W. 11/19

John Dower, War Without Mercy, pp. 3-73, 181-200, 293-317.
Thanksgiving break (Sa. 11/22 – Su. 11/30)
M. 12/1
 
Martin Sherwin, A World Destroyed, part III, pp. 143-176, 186-270.



Murray Sayle, "Did the Bomb End the War?," The New Yorker, 



(31 July 1995).



Melvin P. Leffler, "Truman's Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb,"



IHJ Bulletin (Summer 1995).



Thomas Powers, "Was It Right?," The Atlantic, (July 1995).
W.  12/3

Keiji Nakazawa, Barefoot Gen, volumes 1 and 2.
Richard H. Minear, “Atomic Holocaust, Nazi Holocaust: Some Reflections,” in Diplomatic History 19:2 (Spring) 1995.
M. 12/8

Richard Frank, Downfall: The End of the Imperial Japanese Empire, pp. xvii-xix, 3-37, 131-148, 160-163, 190-198, 211-213, 221-229, 331-360.



Herbert P. Bix, Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan, pp. 193-220.
W. 12/10

Evans, In Defense of History, pp. 193-220. 
S. 12/13

FINAL PAPER DUE

