Amherst College

Religion 42
JEWS WRITING IN GREEK

Professor Robert Doran
Chapin 209, 542-2338, rdoran@amherst.edu
Office Hours:M:11-12, 1-2, or by appointment.

Requirements: 


Books Available at Amherst Books: 
John J. Collins, Between Athens and Jerusalem.



Erich S. Gruen, Heritage and Hellenism.
Sept. 8:  Introduction

Sept. 13:   Inscriptional: Fergus Millar, “Geographical Survey,” in Emil Schürer, The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 B.C. – A.D. 135) (rev.by Geza Vermes, Fergus Millar, Martin Goodman; Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1986) 3. 1.1-86. Go to e-reserves.

   Read Gruen, Heritage, Introduction and ch.1;  Collins, Athens and Jerusalem, Introduction.

RETELLING BIBLICAL STORY

Sept. 20:  Demetrius, http://www.zyworld.com/cosmiccreeper/OTpseudigigrapha/demchron.htm
    Artapanus, http://jewishchristianlit.com/Resources/OT/Artapanus.html
    Aristeas the Exegete, http://jewishchristianlit.com/Resources/OT/AristeasTheExegete.html
    Theodotus 

    Read Collins, 33-46; 57-63.

   Gruen, ch.2

Sept. 27:  Eupolemus http://www.textexcavation.com/documents/eupolemus.htm
    Cleodemus Malchus http://jewishchristianlit.com/Resources/OT/CleodemusMalchus.html
    Joseph and Aseneth http://www.markgoodacre.org/aseneth/translat.htm
    Read Collins, 46-52; 103-112.

   Gruen, ch.3.

Oct. 4:  Ezekiel the tragedian, 

http://jewishchristianlit.com/Resources/OT/EzekielTheTragedian.html
 Orphica, http://jewishchristianlit.com/Resources/OT/PseudoOrpheus.html
 Aristobulus http://jewishchristianlit.com/Resources/OT/Aristobulus.html
 Read Collins, 210-230; 186-191.
 

Oct. 11:  Mid-semester Break 
Oct. 18:  Wisdom of Solomon http://www.goodnewsinc.net/othbooks/wisdom.html
  Read Collins, 195-202.

Oct. 25: Letter of Aristeas, http://www.ccel.org/c/charles/otpseudepig/aristeas.htm
 Philo the Poet

 Read Collins, 97-103;191-202; 54-57.

 Gruen, ch.6.

CONTEMPORARY STORIES

Nov. 1- 8: Josephus Against Apion 
Bk 1: http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/josephus/apion-1.htm
Bk.2: http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/josephus/apion-2.htm
Nov. 15:  2 Maccabees http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/r/rsv/rsv-idx?type=DIV1&byte=4353562
Read Collins, 60-83; Gruen, ch.7.


Nov. 22:  Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 29:  4 Maccabees http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/r/rsv/rsv-idx?type=DIV1&byte=4496061
Read Collins, 202-209.

Dec. 6-13: Philo, Life of Moses I http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/yonge/book24.html

     Life of Moses II http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/yonge/book25.html
On Dec 13, Prof. Greg Sterling will be visiting us in class, and he will give a public lecture at 4:30, in Chapin 101, to which you are required to come.

Many of the texts in the first few weeks are only known from fragments preserved in Early Christian writers, particularly Eusebius of Caesarea. Here is a link to Book 9 of Eusebius’ Praeparatio Evangelica if you would like to read them in their Eusebian context:

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/pearse/morefathers/files/eusebius_pe_09_book9.htm
For those of you who do not have a Bible, you will find a version at http://bible.oremus.org/
Books on Reserve

Charlesworth, James H., The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. 2 Vols.
Collins, John J., Between Athens and Jerusalem.

Eusebius, of Caesarea, Preparation for the Gospel [translated from a revised text by Edwin Hamilton Gifford]. Frost Call no.: BT 1116.E952. D41 1903.


Gruen, Erich S., Heritage and Hellenism.

---------Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans.

Holladay, Carl, Fragments from Hellenist Jewish Authors. 4 Vols.

Stern, Menahem, Greek and Latin Authors on Jews and Judaism. 2 vols.
Barclay, John M. G., Jews in the Mediterranean Diaspora : from Alexander to Trajan (323 BCE - 117 CE).
