FormaT for Analytical Essays
Write a 1-3 page essay using font “Times New Roman” size 12.   Double space all the lines except the header.  Margins should be 1 inch on each side.  
Header: In 3 separate lines in the upper left had corner write your name and last name, class title, professor name, date and whether this is “ensayo A” “B” or “C”.  Skip a line and then write a title for your essay and center it.  Follow the example below.  
*Remember that in Spanish only the first letter of a sentence or of proper names is capitalized and titles do not require a period. Ex. Las vacaciones de Mercedes

  
Structure your essay with an introduction, a body and a conclusion.  The last sentence of the introduction should be your thesis statement or main claim and it should be underlined.  

The body of the paper should present and explain secondary ideas and offer proof for the main claim. Organize your ideas in a coherent essay form.  Remember to use transitional words or phrases.  Make sure that each paragraph has a concrete main idea and that the essay as a whole has an identifiable main point. You should include citations or specific examples from the text/s as evidence of your claim.  Make sure to follow the MLA style for citation.  Study the following example:

El hecho de que Lobo contestó “para comerte mejor” muestra el deseo que tenía de comerse a Caperucita además del hambre que sentía (Ferrer 29).

After writing, recheck vocabulary, verb conjugation and subject-verb-adjective agreement. You may refer to your grammar textbook if any questions arise.  Make sure you spell-check using the Spanish dictionary option in your word processor of choice.  
Under no circumstance should a composition should be written first in English and then translated into Spanish.  This is a horrible habit that limits your ability to think in Spanish and thus improve.  Beware of online English-Spanish dictionaries.  Since they translate in a vacuum (with no context) oftentimes they suggest the wrong word.  
Do not forget accents (stress marks).  
Please print on both sides of the sheet.  

When handing in your composition to the professor make sure you staple previous drafts along with the peer-editing sheet together with the final draft.
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