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Russian 27: DOSTOEVSKY


Among the many paradoxes Dostoevsky presents is the paradox of his own achievement.  Perceived as the most “Russian” of Russian writers, he finds many enthusiastic readers in the West.  A nineteenth-century author urgently engaged in the debates of his time, his work remains relevant today.  The most influential theorists of the novel feel called upon to account for the Dostoevsky phenomenon.  How can we understand Dostoevsky’s appeal to so many audiences?  This broad question will inform our reading of Dostoevsky’s fiction and journalistic writings, as we consider its social-critical, metaphysical, and formal significance.  We will begin with several early works (“Poor People,” “Notes from Underground,” “The Double,” House of the Dead) whose concerns persist and develop in the novels that are the focus of the course:  Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, and The Brothers Karamazov.  All readings and discussion in English.  Those students who can read Russian will be assigned excerpts from the original.

COURSE BOOKS (available at Amherst Books):



Great Short Works of Dostoevsky (HarperCollins, 978-0-06-072646-1)


Winter Notes on Summer Impressions (Northwestern, 0-8101-1518-2)



The House of the Dead (Penguin, 0-14-044456-4)


Crime and Punishment (Vintage, 0-679-73450-3)


The Idiot (Vintage, 0-375-70224-5)



The Brothers Karamazov (Vintage, 0-679-73450-3)

Please note:  You also will need to purchase this week a packet with our first two reading assignments from the Russian Department secretary, Ms. Heather Mabry, in Webster 204.  Her office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, and Friday, 8:30 am – 1 pm.  All other assigned readings may be found on the CMS course website under electronic reserves (designated “ER” on the syllabus).
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Our goal in this course is to become critically informed about Dostoevsky by reading most of his major writings in basically chronological order.  It is essential for you to remain consistently engaged with the material, i.e., to complete the readings for the day they are assigned.  Naturally, I also expect regular attendance.  More than two absences will affect your final grade.
You will be asked to hand in three kinds of written work:
1. “Blog” entries once a week, through the CMS course site, on the assigned material.  The purpose of these entries is to demonstrate your thoughtful engagement with the reading and to lay the groundwork for a profitable seminar discussion.  Please include in your comments a question, or set of questions, you would like to see discussed in class; we will try to address as many as possible.  These entries will not be graded, but they are a required part of the course and, along with attendance and participation, will account for 40% of your grade.
2. One short paper on an assigned topic (5 pp long), due Oct 16.  (20% of your grade)
3. A final research paper (10-12 pp.), in which you will bring your accumulated insight to a discussion either of The Idiot or The Brothers Karamazov.  This paper is due on Tuesday, Dec. 15.   I urge you to talk to me about your ideas for the paper BEFORE Thanksgiving vacation.  (40% of your grade)
SYLLABUS
Sept. 10

Introduction to the course

I.  VICTIMS
Sept. 15

Nikolai Gogol, “The Overcoat” (1842) [course packet]

Sept. 17

Poor People  (1845)  [course packet]
Sept. 22

“The Double” (1846) in Great Short Works of Dostoevsky
*Mikhail Bakhtin, “The Hero’s Monologic Discourse and Narrational Discourse in Dostoevsky’s Short Novels” from Problems of Dostoevsky’s Poetics, pp. 204-237  [ER]
II.  RUSSIA and EUROPE
Sept. 24

House of the Dead (1862)
Sept. 29

House of the Dead, cont.
Oct. 1

Winter Notes on Summer Impressions (1864)
*Walter Benjamin, “Paris, Capital of the Nineteenth Century”  [ER]
Oct. 6

“Notes From Underground” Parts I & II (1864) in Great Short Works of Dostoevsky
Oct. 8 

“Notes From Underground,” cont.

*Vladimir Nabokov, from “Lectures on Russian Literature” [ER]


*Rene Girard, “Mimetic Desire in the Underground”  [ER]
III.  “CRIME AND PUNISHMENT”  (1866)

Oct. 13

Crime and Punishment



*Brooks, from The Melodramatic Imagination [ER]


*Ivanov, from  “The Novel-Tragedy”  [ER]
Oct. 15

Crime and Punishment, cont.


*Konstantine Klioutchkine, “The Rise of Crime and Punishment from the Air of the Media”  [ER]
IV.  “THE IDIOT”  (1868)

Oct. 20/22
The Idiot, Part I







*Due Friday, Oct. 16:  short paper
Oct. 27/29
Parts II and III
Nov. 3

Part IV
*Nikolai Berdyaev, “Love,” Chapter 5 of Dostoevsky [ER]

V.  “THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV “ (1880)

Nov. 5

The Brothers Karamazov, Books 1& 2

Nov. 10

Books 3 & 4

Nov. 12

Books 5 & 6

*Camus, “The Rejection of Salvation”  [ER]

*D. H. Lawrence, “The Grand Inquisitor”   [ER]


Nov. 17

Books 7 & 8

Nov. 19

Books 9 & 10

-- Thanksgiving Vacation –

Dec. 1

Books 11 & 12, Epilogue

*“Moscow Court Reporting”  [ER]

VI.  CHARACTER STUDIES
Dec. 3

“A Gentle Creature” (1876) in Great Short Works of Dostoevsky
Dec. 8

Film:  Robert Bresson, “Une femme douce” (1969)
Dec. 10

“The Dream of a Ridiculous Man” (1877) in Great Short Works of Dostoevsky

Dec. 15

“The Pushkin Speech” (1880)  [ER]
*Final paper due Tuesday, Dec. 15

