Classics 21:  Greek Mythology and Religion
Amherst College
Fall 2007
Converse 311

TTH 2:00-3:20 PM
Instructor:
Arum Park

apark@amherst.edu

Office:  Grosvenor 24, Phone:  542-2922

Office Hours:  TTH 3:30-4:30 PM, and by appointment
Course Description 
Classics 21 is an introduction to the principal myths of the ancient Greeks.  The focus will be on literary representations of myth, particularly in epic and tragedy, but visual depictions of myth will also be presented and discussed.  The course will examine the universal meanings that have been found in these myths and the place of the myths in the religion of their time.  
Course Goals
Our goals for the course are varied.  The simplest goal is to learn the particulars of the principal myths.  This task will hopefully be accomplished, but it is by no means the only goal for this course, nor will fulfillment of this goal alone ensure a high grade in the class.
Instead, our greater goal is to understand that each telling of a myth occurs in a certain cultural and historical context and is greatly shaped by its particular author.  As we read each source, we must ask ourselves, what sort of social and political questions does this myth raise?  What seems to be the agenda of its author?  What effect does the text have on its reader?  What effect does choice of genre or medium have on the telling of the myth?  In short, our goal is to think about myth in critical and analytical ways.

Critical thinking, however, while a primary goal of this course, is not the ultimate one.  We must not forget that the true goal of literary and artistic analysis is to understand why a particular work is important and appreciated.  I hope that this course, like any other course you will take in college, will proffer some personal relevance, however small.  Approach each myth with the underlying goal of identifying the social, political, or more personal issues, such as emotional poignancy, raised by the myth.  As you read and think about each myth, it is fair to ask yourselves, “How is this germane to me?  What aspects of this myth can be considered timeless or universal?  What are the modern implications of these myths?”
Texts.  Please purchase the following books, available at the Jeffery Amherst bookstore.
Hesiod, Works and Days, Theogony, [and] Shield of Herakles.  Translated by Richmond Lattimore.  Ann Arbor:  University of Michigan Press, 1991.
The Homeric Hymns.  Translated by Jules Cashford.  New York:  Penguin Putnam Inc., 2003.  

Apollodorus, The Library of Greek Mythology.  Translated by Robin Hard.  Oxford and New York:  Oxford University Press, 1998.
David Grene and Richmond Lattimore, editors.  Greek Tragedies Volume 1.  Second edition.  Chicago:  Chicago University Press, 1960.
Euripides, Ten Plays.  Translated by Paul Roche.  New York:  Penguin Putnam, Inc., 1998.
Homer, The Iliad.  Translated by Richmond Lattimore.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1961.
There are two additional readings which are available as pdf files on e-reserve.  To access the e-reserves for this course:

· Click on “Log in to My Amherst” on the Amherst college website.

· Type in your username and password.

· Click on “My Academics.”

· Click on “E-reserves” under “CLAS-21 Greek Mythology and Religion.”
Requirements
Papers (40%).  Two papers of about 5-8 pages each (12-point Times New Roman font, 1-inch margins, double-spaced, and proofread for mechanical and substantive elements) will be due on October 11 and November 15.  If either of those dates occurs at a busy time for you, you may turn in the paper early.  Further details about the papers will be announced later in the semester.
Midterm (30%).  There will be one in-class midterm examination on October 23.  The format will be announced during the week prior to the exam.
Final Exam (30%).  The final exam for this course will be a take-home exam, handed out the last day of class and due by 5:00 pm, Tuesday, December 18.  Guidelines and format will be discussed during the last week of classes.
Academic Integrity

The complete text of the Amherst College Honor Code can be found at http://www.amherst.edu/~dos/conduct/honorcode.html.  In brief, the Honor Code upholds the highest standards of intellectual responsibility for all members of the Amherst community.  What this means for Classics 21 is that every student is expected to complete every written assignment, however insignificant or trivial it may seem, without unauthorized help.  In the case of exams, most people understand the application of the Honor Code.  In the case of other written work, the rules may seem less clear.  To spell out a few things:  You may discuss drafts of your paper with your instructor, writing tutors, or other students, but you must compose the bulk of the paper in your own words, giving due and proper citation to any outside source, whether friend, website, book, article, or class notes.  Please ask me for clarification if you are ever in doubt as to what constitutes academic integrity.  Ignorance of the stipulations of the Honor Code is no excuse for its violation.  Any suspected violation of the Honor Code will be reported to the necessary authorities.
Topics and Readings 

What follows is the schedule of assignments.  Please bring to class the book(s) assigned for each day.  Each reading should be completed by the date it is listed on the syllabus.  Note that the length of the readings varies greatly, so please be sure to look ahead and begin the assignments early if necessary.  The shorter readings are by no means less important than the longer ones and in fact, may require closer and more careful attention to detail.  Each student is responsible for noting additions or modifications to the course syllabus made during class.
PART ONE:  THE GODS
Focus Questions:  What is the function or purpose of each god/goddess?  How is each divinity characterized?  

	Date
	Subject
	Assignment

	
	
	

	Sep. 4
	Introduction. What is myth?  What is mythology?  What is religion?

	No assignment.

	Sep. 6
	Definitions and Theories of Myth.  The Creation of the Cosmos and the Establishment of the Olympian Order.


	G.S. Kirk, The Nature of Myths, Chapter 3:  “Five Monolithic Theories” (on e-reserve).  Hesiod, Theogony.  Apollodorus, pp. 27-30, 34-36.


	Sep. 11
	Hera and Her Children:  Ares, Hebe, Eileithuia, Hephaestus.  Hermes and Pan.

	Homer, Iliad, Book 1 lines 531-611, Book 5 lines 711-909, Book 21 lines 324-382.  Hesiod, Theog. lines 921-923, 927-929.  Homeric Hymns, Hymns 4, 8, 12, 18, 19, 20.  Apollodorus, pp. 29-30, 117-118.



	Sep. 13
	Demeter, Persephone, and Hades.  Aphrodite and Athena.
	Homeric Hymns, Hymns 2, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 28.  Hesiod, Theog. lines 188-206, 886-900, 912-914, 924-926.  Apollodorus, pp. 30-31, 33-34.



	Sep. 18
	Apollo and Artemis.  Gods and Mortals:  Prometheus, Pandora, and The Flood.  Dionysus.  Introduction to Greek Tragedy.


	Homeric Hymns, Hymns 3, 7, 9, 21, 25, 27.  Apollodorus, pp. 31-32, 36-37, 101-103, 104-105.

Hesiod, Theog. lines 507-616.  Hesiod, Works and Days lines 45-247.


	Sep. 20

	Gods vs. Mortals I: Prometheus Bound.  


	Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound (in Grene and Lattimore, Greek Tragedies).



	Sep. 25
	Gods vs. Mortals II: Bacchae. 
	Euripides, Bacchae.




PART TWO:  THE HEROES
Focus questions:  What characterizes a hero?  What are some commonly recurring themes?  How do the various heroes differ from one another?   Why would these heroes be worthy of myth?
	Date
	Subject
	Assignment


	Sep. 27
	Heracles and His Labors.
	Apollodorus, pp. 69-91.  Hesiod, Theog. lines 287-294, 313-332, 521-531.  Euripides, Heracles (on e-reserve).


	Oct. 2
	Early Athens:  From Cecrops to Theseus.  


	Apollodorus, pp. 130-142.  Euripides, Hippolytus.  


	Oct. 4
	Jason and the Argonauts.  Medea.
	Apollodorus, pp. 43-57.  Euripides, Medea.  



	Oct. 9
	Mid-Semester Break.  No class.

	No assignment.

	Oct. 11
	Other Heroes:  Meleager.  Sisyphus.  Bellerophon.  Perseus.


	Apollodorus, pp. 40-41, 44-45, 64-67.  Homer, Iliad, Book 6 lines 119-211, Book 9 lines 524-599.  FIRST PAPER DUE.


	Oct. 16
	The Theban Saga I.
	Sophocles, Oedipus the King (in Greek Tragedies).



	Oct. 18
	The Theban Saga II:  

The Seven Against Thebes.  Antigone.


	Apollodorus, pp. 107-112.  Homer, Iliad, Book 4 lines 370-400.  Sophocles, Antigone (in Greek Tragedies).



	Oct. 23
	MIDTERM EXAMINATION.
	


PART THREE:  THE TROJAN WAR AND THE END OF HEROISM
Focus Questions:  What themes recur in the Iliad?  What motivates the fighting, or lack thereof?
	Date
	Subject
	Assignment


	Oct. 25
	Preliminaries to the Trojan War:  The Curse of the House of Atreus.
	Apollodorus, pp. 143-153.  Euripides, Iphigenia at Aulis. 

	Oct. 30
	Homer, Iliad.
	Homer, Iliad, Books 1 and 2.



	Nov. 1

	Iliad.
	Iliad, Books 3-4.



	Nov. 6

	Iliad.
	Iliad, Books 5-7.



	Nov. 8

	Iliad.
	Iliad, Books 8-10.



	Nov. 13

	Iliad.

	Iliad, Books 11-13.



	Nov. 15


	Iliad.

	Iliad, Books 14-16.  SECOND PAPER DUE.


	Nov. 20, 22
	Thanksgiving Vacation.


	No Assignment. 

	Nov. 27
	Iliad.
	Iliad, Books 17-19.



	Nov. 29
	Iliad.
	Iliad, Books 20-22.



	Dec. 4


	Iliad.

	Iliad, Books 23-24.



	Dec. 6
	After the Iliad:  The deaths of Achilles and Ajax and the sack of Troy.


	Apollodorus, pp. 154-164.

	Dec. 11
	The Returns.  The End of Heroism.  Conclusion.


	Aeschylus, Agamemnon (in Greek Tragedies).   Apollodorus, pp. 164-170.  Hesiod, Works and Days lines 156-171.


TAKE HOME FINAL EXAM DUE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18 BY 5 PM.
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