RELIGION 23

Prof. Heim



Fall 2010

Paper Three:   Due Friday, November 5th, 5 pm. Six pages, double-spaced on the following:

Sid Brown says, "The stories of Maechi Wabi parallel those of Siddhattha Gotama; they reflect a disgust with the world and an attraction to the holy life such as that of Gotama Buddha, but they also, of course, reflect many differences, notably related to gender and socioeconomic class" (Brown, 6-7).

Your assignment is to compare and contrast Siddhattha Gotama's "going forth" and experience in the monastic life with that of Maechi Wabi, based on your close readings of “A Life of the Buddha” (handout given in class weeks ago) and The Journey of One Buddhist Nun. You may also wish to consider some of the biographical material of Siddhartha's life as we have it in the Pali Canon. 
Comparison is a useful tool that helps us to see each of their lives more clearly and helps us to ask additional questions about both lives. In addition, comparison can lead to new knowledge and new insights.  Specifically, you should ask:  what is similar in their accounts and what is different?  How do we account for their differences?  How does your comparison lead to a better grasp of how religion works in human life?

This assignment challenges you to think about the historical manifestations of religion and how social, cultural, and economic facts influence religious experience. You should craft an argument that focuses on the importance of one or more of these factors in understanding Buddhism specifically and religion more generally.  Judicious use of sources to provide evidence of your interpretation and for your argument is required.
