
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
We invite your participation in the ongoing process of envisioning a new future for Frost Library.  Informed 
by the many open conversations we had last year, our planning consultants from Shepley Bulfinch spent the 
summer developing a list of guiding principles for the Library renovation project.  These principles represent 
broad ideas, but they can have very particular consequences.  Attached, you will find a working list of these 
principles along with some suggestions for the sorts of more specific conversations that each of them might 
engender. 
 
In order to have a conceptual master plan to present to the trustees, we must now move forward with the next 
phase of this project.  Accordingly, we are planning a series of open meetings to inform the faculty of the 
planning that has been done thus far, introduce the guiding principles outlined here, and solicit faculty 
feedback on the broad ideas generated by the planning team. 
 
We have scheduled three open meetings for all Amherst College faculty members, organized loosely around 
disciplinary affinities, and a fourth meeting designed particularly to elicit ideas from junior faculty: 

• Thursday, Sep. 25, 7:30pm, Chapin 101: Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, 
Geology, Mathematics, Neuroscience, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology 

• Friday, Sep. 26, 12:00-1:30 (includes lunch), Faerber Room, Lewis–Sebring: Junior Faculty 

• Wednesday, Oct. 1, 7:30pm, Chapin 101: American Studies, Anthropology & Sociology, Asian 
Languages & Civilizations, Black Studies, Economics, European Studies, History, LJST, Political 
Science, WAGS 

• Thursday, Oct. 2, 7:30pm, Chapin 101: Art & the History of Art, Classics, English, European 
Studies, French, German, Music, Philosophy, Religion, Russian, Spanish, Theater & Dance 

 
We expect the designated library liaisons from each department to attend, but hope we will also attract a 
broad range of colleagues to these meetings.  The idea is for the library liaisons to carry the discussions begun 
in these open meetings back to their individual departments.  We would then hope to gather departmental 
concerns and ideas, via the liaisons, by November 10, 2008.  We will pull these ideas together to transmit to 
the planning team, and continue to convene broad faculty discussions over the coming months as specific 
issues arise and the master plan begins to take more concrete form. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Nicola Courtright 
Margaret Hunt 
Scott Kaplan 
Dale Peterson 
Marni Sandweiss 
For the Library Planning Committee 


