English 60

Sexuality and History in the Contemporary Novel

Prof. Judy Frank

Fall 2007

Office:  Johnson Chapel 12, x2071

Office hours:  T 3-4, W 11:30-12:30 and by appointment

Email contact:  jefrank@amherst.edu
In this course we will read recent historical novels by American and British gay and lesbian novelists.  We will examine such topics as the kinds of expressive and ideological possibilities the historical novel offers gay and lesbian novelists, the representation of sexuality in narratives that take place before Stonewall, and the way these authors position queer lives in history.  We will also ask ourselves what kinds of investments we have as readers of historical fiction, and of queer fiction as well.  
Books (available at Amherst Books):

Sarah Waters, Tipping the Velvet, Riverside Trade

Jeanette Winterson, The Passion, Grove Press

Monique Truong, The Book of Salt, Vintage 

Colm Toibin, The Master, Scribner

Alan Holinghurst, The Line of Beauty, Picador

Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway, Harvest Books

Michael Cunningham, The Hours, Picador

A reader, for which you will be charged $5.00, available at the English Department office in Johnson Chapel.

We will also be reading parts of manuscripts by two lesbian novelists, Susan Stinson and Stephanie Grant, who are currently working on historical novels, and who will be visiting the class.

Requirements:

9 one-paragraph responses, posted on Blackboard, graded with a 0 (you didn’t do 

it), a 1 (“nice job”) or a 2 (“excellent!”) – 30% of your grade

One 5-7 page paper, due Friday, Oct. 26  -- 30% of your grade

A final 10-12 page paper, due Monday, Dec. 17 – 40% of your grade
The responses have to come in on time, because I’ll be using them in my class preparations.  In terms of the papers, you’ll find me pretty understanding if you ask for an extension a week or so before the paper is due, because you recognize potential time-management problems.  If your paper simply doesn’t show up, I’ll grade it, but won’t comment on it.  NOTE:  I will not accept computer crashes and malfunctions as an excuse for late work.  Back up your work!  

SYLLABUS
Sept. 6:    introduction

Sept. 10:  Lowenthal (reader), White (handout), Tipping the Velvet
Sept. 12:  Tipping the Velvet
Sept. 17:  Tipping the Velvet
Sept. 19:  Tipping the Velvet
Sept: 24:  Tipping the Velvet/ The Passion
Sept. 26:  The Passion (visit from Prof. Rosbottom)

Oct. 1:     The Passion (Doan and Waters)
Oct. 3:     Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick  (Xerox)

Oct. 8:    fall break

Oct. 10:  visit by Susan Stinson

Oct. 15:  The Book of Salt
Oct. 17:  The Book of Salt, from The Alice B. Toklas Cookbook (reader)

Oct.  22:  The Book of Salt, from The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas (reader)
Oct. 24:   visit by Stephanie Grant

Oct. 29:  The Master

Oct. 31:  The Master
Nov. 5:   The Master
Nov. 7:   The Master, “The Beast in the Jungle” (reader)

Nov. 12:  The Line of Beauty
Nov. 14:  The Line of Beauty
Nov.  19:  Thanksgiving break

Nov. 21:   Thanksgiving break

Nov. 26:  The Line of Beauty
Nov. 28:  The Line of Beauty
Dec. 3:    Mrs. Dalloway
Dec. 5:    Mrs. Dalloway
Dec. 10:   The Hours
Dec. 12:   The Hours, conclusion

