EUROPEAN TRADITIONS II              (SPRING 2010)

PROFESSOR ROSBOTTOM     EUROPEAN STUDIES 22


This is essentially a reading course. We will read selections from some of Europe’s most challenging writers and thinkers, and we will discuss, argue about, and write about these works. There will also be a small part of the course dedicated to the visual arts.


You will have three papers to write, two short ones, and one longer one. You will also have occasional written and/or oral commentaries to prepare.

The course is organized thematically, rather than chronologically, as follows:
DEFINING EUROPE: 1500-2000

· CIVILIZATION & ITS VIOLENCES
Shakespeare (Macbeth)/Kubrick (“A Clockwork Orange”)

· THE DISCURSIVE SELF 

Montaigne (Essays [sel.]) /Wordsworth (The Prelude  [sel.]/Proust 

(“Combray”)
· SEXUALITY AND TRANSGRESSION

Laclos (Dangerous Liaisons))/Manet (“Olympia”/Picasso (“Les Demoiselles d’Avignon”) /Mann (A Death in Venice)
· THE OTHER SIDE OF PROGRESS
Rousseau (Discourse on Inequality)/ Marx & Engels (The Communist Manifesto)
· THE DEMOCRATIC GENRE

Cervantes (Don Quijote... [sel.])/Sebald (The Emigrants)

· THE UNCANNY METROPOLIS
Baudelaire (The Parisian Prowler)/Stevenson (Dr. Jekyll & Mr. 

Hyde)/Wenders (“Wings of Desire”)
Jan 25  M
Introduction: do you have what it takes?

Jan 27  W
Shakespeare, Macbeth (all)
Feb 1  M
Shakespeare, Macbeth
Feb 3  W
Kubrick, “Clockwork Orange”
Feb 8  M
Montaigne, Essays (“Reader,” “Philosophize is to Learn how to Die,”Cannibals”)
Feb 10  W
 Montaigne, Essays (“On Solitude,” “Verses of Virgil,” “On Experience”)
Feb 15  M
Wordsworth, “The Prelude” (Books 1-3)

Feb 17  W
Wordsworth, “The Prelude” (4: 247-end); 5(1-245); 11 (258-end); 13
Feb 22  M
Proust, “Combray”
Feb 24  W
Proust, “Combray”
Mar 1  M
Proust/Laclos, Liaisons dangereuses
Mar 3  W
Laclos, Liaisons dangereuses
PAPER #1 DUE, FRIDAY, MAR 5, BY NOON
Mar  8
  M
Laclos, Liaisons dangereuses/Manet, “Olympia”
Mar 10  W
Manet, “Olympia”/Picasso, “Les Demoiselles d’Avignon”
Spring break
Mar 22  M
Mann, Death in Venice 
Mar 24  W
Mann, Death in Venice
Mar 29  M      Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality
Mar 31  W
Marx, Communist Manifesto
Apr 5  M
Cervantes, Don Quijote
Apr 7  W
Cervantes, Don Quijote

PAPER #2 DUE, FRIDAY, APRIL 9, BY NOON
Apr 12  M
Sebald, The Emigrants 

Apr 13  W
Sebald, The Emigrants

Apr 19   M
Baudelaire, The Parisian Prowler
Apr 21  W
Baudelaire/Stevenson, Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde
Apr 26  M
Stevenson, Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde
Apr 28  W
Wenders, “Wings of Desire”
May 3  M
May 7  W

FINAL PAPER DUE FRIDAY, MAY 16, BY NOON
