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The Legislative History of EPA GHG regulation
(1990-2011)

Since 1970, legislation has permitted the Environmental Protection Agency to put constraints on markets, more specifically functions that produce harmful pollutants, to minimize the potential damage that U.S. production and consumption do to our environment. The legislation passed and the court cases settled shows where we’ve come from and proposes a new precedent for legislation. In the 1970 the government established its role in the fight against air pollution and ever since then there has been an emphasis on developing the standards of air pollution along with the Environmental Protection Agency’s ability to enforce them. Understandably, market constraints hinder potential growth in markets and, in 2011, with further regulations being announced, the Environmental Protection Agency’s primary legislation, The Clean Air Act (1970), is receiving allot of attention from republican delegates in opposition to the economic implications of strengthening that piece of legislation
Major Legislation and Legal Decisions

101st Congress

 P.L. 101-549: “Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.”
This was the first piece of legislation that addressed the harm in greenhouse gases and proposed a program to phase out the use of chemicals that produced these gases. Along with this were programs for Acid Deposition Control, a program for the control of toxic pollutants, a program for pollution permits, and an expansion the Environmental Protection Agency’s enforcement authority. As a result of previous amendments (1970), the Environmental Protection Agency already posses the right to regulate motor vehicle emissions, otherwise known as moving sources of air pollution.
The United States Supreme Court, October term 2006

05-112: “Massachusetts, Et Al., Petitioners v. Environmental Protection Agency Et Al. of 2007.”

Petitioners force the rulemaking hand of the Environmental Protection Agency to begin regulating four greenhouse gases which the petitioners, by way of respected scientific opinion, believe to affect global climate changes. The Supreme Court ruled that greenhouse gases are air pollutants and that the Environmental Protection Agency has a duty to regulate them. Following this ruling, in December 2009, the Environmental Protection Agency’s administrator confirms, in her endangerment findings, that greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are a threat to the health and well being of current and future generations.
111th Congress

H.R. 2454: “American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009.”
This bill was passed by the United States House or Representatives and most notably establishes a permit or “credit” system in order to emit greenhouse gases. The bill has been dead in the United States Senate and the prospects of it being approved in this session are slim because most republicans are of the opinion that greenhouse gases should not be regulated.
EPA plan for Clean Air Act 2011 amendments 
On the 23rd of December, 2010, the Environmental Protection Agency announces its plan for further amendments to the Clean Air Act in 2011. The Agency intends to regulate fossil fuel power plants and petroleum refineries- also referred to as stationary sources of air pollution- that account for nearly 40% of United States Greenhouse Gas pollution. 
112th Congress

S.228: “Defending America's Affordable Energy and Jobs Act of 2011.”

Proposed on the 31st of January, 2011, this bill fights market-based regulatory cap-and-trade programs that are believed, by republicans, to raise the price of energy and goods that are energy intensive in production or distribution. The bill would move regulatory power over moving sources of air pollution to be handled by the Department for Transportation and would prevent any kind of regulation, on the basis of climate change, over stationary sources of air pollution. This bill would repeal the endangerment findings following the 2007 court ruling mentioned above, override the ruling itself, and would bar the president or any government agency from using the kind of science under which the endangerment findings are based for policy, guidance, or regulations.
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