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The Tea Ceremony and

Japanese Culture
The Course

An examination of the history of chanoyu, the tea ceremony, from its origins in the fifteenth century to the practice of tea today. The class will explore the various elements that comprise the tea environment--the garden setting, the architecture of the tea room, and the forms of tea utensils.  Through a study of the careers of influential tea masters and texts that examine the historical, religious, and cultural background to tea culture, the class will also trace how the tea ceremony has become a metaphor for Japanese culture and Japanese aesthetics both in Japan and in the West. 
The class will meet twice a week (M/W) at 12:30 in Fayerweather 113.  It has been designed for maximum participation, thus it is essential that you complete the reading assignments before each class.  If you need to miss a class, please contact me in advance.
There will be one field trip to Mount Holyoke College to participate in a tea ceremony at their Washin’an tea room, and a field trip to the Smith College Museum of Art to view an exhibition of contemporary Japanese ceramics by women artists.  
Books
Four books have been ordered for the course and are available at Amherst Books.

Hirota, Dennis.  Wind in the Pines.  Berkeley:  Asian Humanities Press, 2002.

Kawabata Yasunari.  Thousand Cranes.  New York:  Vintage, 1996.
Okakura Kakuzō.  The Book of Tea.  Mineola:  Dover, 1964.

Tanizaki Jun’ichirō.  In Praise of Shadows.  New Haven:  Leete’s Island Books, 1980.

Tea in Japan is now out of print.  It is available used on the Amazon.com website:  

Varley, H. Paul and Kumakura Isao.  Tea in Japan.  Honolulu:  University of Hawai’i Press, 1989.

The other readings will be available through e-reserve at Frost Library or at the Reserve Desk.  
You will receive a handout for most classes geared to the lecture and meant to serve as a supplementary reference to the topic. If you miss a handout they will be posed on the CMS course site.
There is a database of images of at the Visual Resources Collection website https://www.amherst.edu/library/departments/branches/visualresources  that includes many tea objects including most of those we will cover in the course.  .
Requirements
Written assignments:


Analysis of an object used in the tea ceremony  


Due Sept. 21 (5 %)

Essay on the aesthetics of tea, 3-4 pages


Due Oct. 19 (15%)

Looking assignment comparing two works of art, 3-4 pages

Due Nov. 2 (15%)

Final paper, 10-12 pages 

Due Dec. 18 (35%)
You will be given guidelines for each of the assignments.  Please include photocopies of the relevant images when appropriate.  Extensions for the final paper must be arranged through the office of the Dean of Students.  All work must be submitted to complete the course and to receive a final grade.
Participation/Presentations
You will also be expected to participate in class discussion (10%) and in three presentations (20%).  One of the basic skills of a tea practitioner is the ability to arrange objects for his or her guests.  Over the course of the semester you will expected to make such an arrangement, known as a toriawase.  You will begin by selecting two objects and presenting them to your classmates commenting primarily on their formal qualities.  By the mid-point in the semester you will be expected to devise a complete traditional toriawase and present it to the class.  At the end of the semester you will be expected to revise your toriawase incorporating into it contemporary objects that you deem suitable for the tea ceremony.   Each toriawase should be accompanied by written comments explaining your choices.


First presentation
Sept. 30

First toriawase
Nov. 9 & 11

Second toriawase
Dec. 7 

Lecture Schedule
1)  Sept. 8
Introduction




Reading Assignment:





Anderson, “Japanese Tea Ritual” 




Kondo, “The Way of Tea” 




Yanagi, “the Way of Tea” 
2)  Sept.  9
The Early History of Tea 



Reading Assignment:





Ludwig, “Before Rikyū,” pp.  367-385 
Yoshida Kenko, Tsureguregusa, excerpts in McCullough, Classical Japanese Prose, pp. 393-421 
Varley and Elison, “The Culture of Tea,” pp. 187-211

3)  Sept. 14
The Tea Bowl I—Chinese, Korean



Reading Assignment:





Cort, “The Kizaemon Tea Bowl Reconsidered”





Okuda, “The Temmoku Tea Bowl”





Yanagi, “Kizaemon”
4)  Sept. 16
Tea in the Kitayama Period  



Reading Assignment:





Haga, “The Wabi Aesthetic” (K&V)





Hirota, Wind in the Pines, pp. 37-63; 195-199

Nakamura, “Early History of the Tea House,” part II




Varley, “Ashikaga Yoshimitsu” 
5)  Sept. 21
Sencha--Another Type of Tea



Presentation by Dr. Patricia Graham, Independent Scholar




Reading Assignment:





Graham, “Dissention in the World of Tea”

6)  Sept. 23
The Tea Bowl II—Japanese 



Reading Assignment:

Cort, Tea Ceremony Utensils, “The Tea Bowl,”  “The Boxes for Tea Ceremony Utensils”

Hayashiya, “Tea Bowls,” part II, part III 

7)  Sept. 28
Tea in the Higashiyama Period




Reading Assignment:





Hayashiya, “Kyoto in the Muromachi Age” 
Hirota, Wind in the Pines, pp. 63-79; 200-211




Kawai, “Reception Room Display”





Ludwig, “Before Rikyū,” pp. 385-390




8)  Sept. 30
Presentations

9)  Oct.  5
A Mountain Retreat in the City




Reading Assignment:





Hirota, Wind in the Pines, pp. 80-91




Moriya, “The Mountain Dwelling” 

Nakamura, “Early History of the Tea House,” part 1 

10)  Oct. 7
The Tea House, Tea Garden and Incense Container



Reading Assignment:





Castile, The Way of Tea, “Tea Gardens, Tea 






Architecture”





Cort, Tea Ceremony Utensils, “The Incense and 





Hearth Utensils”

11)  Oct. 14
Tea Comes of Age—The Early Career of Sen no Rikyū 



Reading Assignment:





Cooper, “Early Europeans and Tea” (K&V)





Hirota, Wind in the Pines, pp. 92-105; 215-235




Kumakura, “Sen no Rikyū” (K&V)
Varley and Elison, “The Culture of Tea,” pp. 211-222 
12)  Oct. 19
Contemporary Ceramics and the World of Tea



Presentation by Professor Shigematsu Ayumi, Kyoto Municipal



University of Arts and Music 
13)  Oct. 21
Tea and Politics—Sen no Rikyū and Toyotomi Hideyoshi 



Reading Assignment:





Cort, “The Grand Kitano Tea Gathering” 
Hirota, Wind in the Pines, pp. 105-116; 235-260




Ito, “Sen Rikyū and Taian” 




Ludwig, “Chanoyu and Momoyama” (K&V)

14)  Oct. 26
Discussion—Assessing the Career of Rikyū



Reading and Viewing Assignment:





Levine, Daitokuji, pp. 125-143




Rikyū (Tegashihara)
15)  Oct. 28
Other Utensils: The Flower Vase, Fresh Water Container and Kettle 

The Tea Container, Tea Scoop, and Tea Whisk



Reading Assignment:

Cort, Tea Ceremony Utensils, “The Flower Container,” “The Fresh-Water Jar and Waste-Water Jar,” “The Kettle and Lid Rest,” “The Tea Caddy and Tea Leaf Jar,” “Tea Scoop”

Cort, “Looking at White Dew”  





Ikeda, “Appreciating Tea Scoops” 






Kumakura, “The Tea Wisk” 
16)  Nov. 2
Furuta Oribe and the Tea of Flamboyance  



Reading  and Viewing Assignment:





Ikeda, “Oribe’s Shoe-shaped Tea Bowl” 




Murai, “Furuta Oribe” 




Takeuchi, “Furuta Oribe and the Tea Ceremony”

17)  Nov. 4
Kobori Enshu and the Tea of Beauty 




Reading Assignment:

Hayashiya, Japanese Arts and the Tea Ceremony, pp. 89-123

Hayashiya, “Tea Bowls,” part 4 




Hirota, Wind in the Pines, pp. 287-293




Kumakura, “Kan’ei Culture and Chanoyu” (K&V)

18)  Nov. 9

Presentations
19)  Nov. 11

Presentations
20)  Nov. 16
The Hanging Scroll



Reading Assignment:





Barnet and  Burto, “Some Western Thoughts”





Nagashima, “Picture Versus Word” 





Rosenfield and Shimizu, Masters, pp. 112-117; 122-




147; 188-203

21)   Nov. 18
Lineage and Legitimacy—The Iemoto System and the Raku Tea Bowl



Reading Assignment:

Hayashiya, Japanese Arts and the Tea Ceremony, pp. 124-145




Pitelka, Handmade Culture, pp. 89-109 




Raku, “Raku Tea Bowls”

Saitō, “The Tea Bowls of Hon’ami Kōetsu”




Smith, “Transmitting Tradition by the Rules” 
22)  Nov. 30
Tea in the Early Modern and Modern Age—Collecting and Matsudaira Fumai and Masuda Donno



Reading Assignment:

Hayashiya, Japanese Art and the Tea Ceremony, pp. 146-159




Guth, Art, Tea and Industry, pp. 129-160 





Varley, “Chanoyu  from the Genroku Epoch” (K&V)





Wilson, “Tea in the Era of Japonisme”

23)  Dec. 2
Tea in the Modern Age—Okakura Kakuzō



Reading Assignment:




Okakura, The Book of Tea
24) Dec. 7
Presentations
25)  Dec. 9
Tea’s Legacy—The Contemporary Tea House and In Praise of 


Shadows



Reading Assignment:





Freeman, New Zen (review plates)




Takeyama, “Tadao Andō” 




Tanizaki, In Praise of Shadows
26)  Dec. 14
Tea’s Legacy—Thousand Cranes 


Reading Assignment:




Kawabata, Thousand Cranes



Hall “On the Future History” (K&V)
