Handout 21:  Nuclear Borderlands, continued

1. About Operation Cue as emotional management:  civil defense as a willful act of “fabulation”;  the goal was the microregulation of the national community on an emotional level in a context conceived as demanding  an unprecedented level of militarism in everyday life as the basis for “security.” 

2. The nuclear logics of the Cold Was continue to haunt American society, informing how individuals experience acts of mass violence and how the federal government then engages the world.  Nuclear cinema in the 1990’s transforms anonymous mass death into a vehicle for individuals to demonstrate their moral character and for the nation to be regenerated through apocalyptic threat.  On Armageddon and Deep Impact.  

3. The number of times we’ve seen worlds collide and collapse set the psychosocial stage for the attacks on the World Trade Center, blurring how citizens interpreted the events by making them so strangely familiar.

4. Amy  Kaplan (Professor of American Studies at U. Penn.) is interested in the term “ground zero” as it was used after the  9/11 attacks.  The term originated during the Cold War to refer to the site after a nuclear explosion.  However, this was not the analogy we heard from our leaders.  The analogy was not to, for example, Hiroshima, but to Pearl Harbor.  Masco (and Kaplan) believe that this (mis)analogy distracts our attention from the fact that the U.S. is the only country to use nuclear bombs on a civilian population.  Why is this important? 

5. In many ways, the war on terror redirects but also reiterates the American assumptions about mass violence and democracy expressed in Armageddon and Deep Impact.  

6. If the 9/11 attacks on N.Y. and Washington felt strangely familiar to those of us watching them, it was because American society has been imaginatively rehearsing the destruction of these cities for over three generations.  We are a nation that for these generations has constructed itself on discourses of ruination.  Masco thinks we remain caught between terror and fear, trapped in a psychosocial space defined by the once future promise of nuclear ruins.  

