LJST 09: topics for first papers:

(6-8 pages, due Oct. 10)

1. Republic might be said to deal largely with “domestic” law and order as opposed to international, and yet from time to time, Plato’s Socrates raises the issue of other cities and their importance to his own projected community. (These cities may be real or hypothetical, Greek or “barbarian” -- and keep in mind that they are all also, in Plato’s world, understood as more or less sovereign states.) Explore how Plato’s treatment of “foreign affairs” inflects our understanding of any of the more domestic areas of his political and legal philosophy.

2. More’s use of his own persona in both books of Utopia is highly complex. Discuss this use and how it contributes to, or perhaps even determines, any of the text’s various meanings. How does More’s persona -- introducing, as it does, potential divides between author and character -- work to reveal, organize or create these meanings? Does this persona open up the possibility of multiple interpretations of a single passage or subject? Are these interpretations intended for different purposes, audiences, etc., as Strauss suggests of Plato (i.e., is “irony” involved), or something else? Whatever your answers, discuss their consequences for our reading of More’s text.
