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The Dual-Degree Program in Engineering at Dartmouth College 
Addendum for Faculty Advisors  

2019-2020 Academic Year 
http://engineering.dartmouth.edu/academics/undergraduate/dual/  

  
This document provides additional information for deans, registrars, and faculty advisors who work with current and 
prospective dual-degree engineering students.   Please also read the Information for Prospective Students for and the 
Addendum for International Students. 

Advising 
Admission to the dual degree program is limited, and competitive.  In the past decade, the number of applicants has 
grown from to 20 in 2008 to 47 in 2010 to 60 in 2015 to 75 in 2018.  At the same time, the size of the program is 
constrained by the availability of undergraduate housing at Dartmouth to around 35 new students a year.  Moreover, 
the applicant pool is not only larger, but more competitive, as measured by GPAs and math-science preparation.    

Faculty advisors play a significant role by making sure students take the right courses to be prepared for our program 
and present a strong application.  Successful applicants typically have taken eight courses in math (calculus through 
multivariable), natural science (physics and chemistry), and computer science by the end of the sophomore year.  These 
courses, in content, provide prerequisite knowledge for our core engineering courses.  But also, in quantity and depth, 
they demonstrate that the students are committed to engineering and apt to succeed when they get to Dartmouth.   

We will honor credits from AP, etc, that you award and that appear on the student’s transcript.  However, these do not 
deduct from the necessity for students to prove their ability and desire by taking a substantial number of math and 
science courses at college.  For example, an applicant who is granted advanced standing in physics from high school but 
does not follow up with further physics in college will be at a disadvantage relative to the applicants who take physics 
in college.  The best indicator we have of ability to succeed in our program is success in your program. 

Moreover, the Bachelor of Engineering degree requires at least a full year (eight semester courses) in arts, humanities, 
languages, and social sciences, to cultivate broad awareness of the world and facility with oral and written 
communication.  Two or three of these are typically taken at Dartmouth in the first year of the program in addition to 
the engineering courses.  The rest are expected to be part of the student’s program at your school. 

Recommendation letters 
Advisors also play a vital role in the application process by providing letters of recommendation.  With steadily 
climbing GPAs in the applicant pool, we rely on faculty letters to inform our admission decisions.  Most of the letters 
we receive, from faculty who know our program and have advised students over the years, are quite helpful.  We do, 
however, also receive brief and uninformative letters that do not support the applicants.  Here are some guidelines for 
letter writers that we hope you will pass along to your applicants and their recommenders.  Some are typical of 
graduate school applications, others are particular to the dual degree program: 

• How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant? 

• Please assess the quality and level of the applicant’s work, both analytic and experimental, including 
strengths and weaknesses, as appropriate.   

• How would you describe the applicant’s maturity, balance, reliability, teamwork (cooperation, contribution), 
oral and written communication skills, and character?   

• Has the applicant been engaged beyond coursework, e.g., as a teaching assistant, research assistant, artist, or 
maker?  

• Does a year spent at Dartmouth fit well with the applicant’s plan for completing her or his major at your 
school?   

Enrollment patterns 
Dartmouth operates on a year-round schedule with four terms: summer, fall, winter, and spring.  It is the norm that 
juniors spend the summer term on campus and one of the other terms (typically fall or winter) “off”.  This helps balance 
the demands on the housing system, enables the unique “sophomore summer” experience of a smaller student 
population, and creates flexibility for internships and other off-term activities.  We offer five core engineering courses in 
the summer term. 
 
The junior year enrollment patterns also apply to dual degree students: summer-fall-winter, summer-winter-spring, and 
fall-winter-summer, in addition to fall-winter-spring.  Students are asked on the application to list all terms which they 
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can attend, and are placed into an enrollment pattern that fits their desired course of study.  Most international students 
will find it necessary, because of visa restrictions, to use only fall-winter-spring. 

Academic load 
Dual degree students must take six engineering courses in the first year of the program, as described in the Information 
for Prospective Students.  The remaining two or three courses are normally non-STEM.  While we can usually 
accommodate an extra science course for the student’s home major, we strongly advise that students not try to mix 
major courses such as organic or physical chemistry with their engineering courses. 
 
The normal full-time academic load at Dartmouth is three courses in a term, with thirty-five courses required for 
graduation. Dartmouth allows a limited number of two-course terms, and we extend to dual degree students the option 
to take a two-course load in one of their three terms, with your permission.  Some duals find it helpful to take a two-
course load in their first term, as they adjust to the ten-week terms and intense engineering core courses.  Dartmouth 
considers a student on a two-course term to also be enrolled full time.  

Application process 
The instructions for applicants are detailed in the Information for Prospective Students and also at our website, 
https://engineering.dartmouth.edu/academics/admissions/undergraduate/dual/.  We are moving away from paper-based 
applications and hope to have a workable online system for this year. 

Financial aid 
Dartmouth awards no financial aid for the first year of the program, though it does make need-based aid available, up 
to full tuition, for the final year.  Many of our partner schools allow financial aid to follow students to Dartmouth in the 
first year, as a study-away program.  Some students have said they cannot come in the summer term because their 
financial aid payments are synchronized to a spring and fall semester calendar.  Students should be reassured that 
Dartmouth is flexible about payment deadlines.  Your financial aid office should contact our Student Billing Office, 
sending them a copy of the student’s aid package for their records, and the student should complete Dartmouth’s 
Payment Explanation Form for each deadline.  

Other questions? 
Feel free to contact program director Eric Hansen (eric.hansen@dartmouth.edu) or program administrator Jenna 
Wheeler (jenna.wheeler@dartmouth.edu). 
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