
 
 

Amherst College Statement of Academic and Expressive Freedom 
  

Institutions of higher learning dedicate themselves to a range of goals: the pursuit of truth and 

knowledge, the refinement and transmission of intellectual skills, the articulation of values, 

the creation of works of artistic merit, and the critical examination of received wisdom. The 

promotion of these goals requires unstinting dedication to academic and expressive freedom. 

Such freedom protects the right of members of the academic community to speak, write, 

curate, and create without obstruction, disruption, or the fear of institutional censure, 

censorship, or retaliation. 

  

  This strong commitment to the freedom of inquiry lies at the heart of Amherst College’s 

mission to create a home in which the liberal arts may flourish. As a small residential liberal 

arts college that prides itself on the ability, curiosity, and diversity of its students, Amherst 

seeks to create a respectful environment in which members of its community feel emboldened 

to pursue their intellectual and creative passions. At times, the desire to foster a climate of 

mutual respect may test the College’s duty to protect and promote the unfettered exchange of 

ideas. On such occasions, the College’s obligations remain clear. The liberal arts cannot thrive 

absent the freedom to espouse and debate ideas that are unpopular, controversial, 

discomfiting—and even seemingly wrongheaded or offensive. Members of an academic 

community may and, indeed, should challenge and oppose ideas they find offensive and 

loathsome. Yet the response to disagreeable and even insulting ideas must not contravene the 

commitment to expressive freedom that enables the College to thrive as a space of liberal 

inquiry. 

  

Even the most vigorous defense of intellectual and creative freedom knows limits.  The 

College may properly restrict speech that, for example, is defamatory, harassing, invades a 

protected right to privacy or confidentiality, constitutes incitement to imminent violence, or 

otherwise violates the law. It may place reasonable limitations on the time, place, and 

manner of expression, and may restrict speech that directly interferes with core instructional 

and administrative functions of the College.  But these restrictions and limitations must be 

understood as narrow exceptions to the College’s overriding commitment to robust open 

inquiry. 
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