
 
 

Faculty Research Awards Fall 2017 
 
 
 
SMALL GRANT AWARDS 
Small grants are for $6,000 or less.  
Professor Suzanne Dougan 
Department of Theater and Dance 
Title: I Capuletti e I Monteechi 
 
With this funding, Professor Dougan will continue her work on the opera I Capuletti e I 
Montecchi with Idan Cohen. This project is now being considered for full productions in both 
Oslo and Tel Aviv. The Norwegian National Opera in Oslo has informed the producer that this 
project is one of five productions in consideration to mount as a full production. The Israeli 
National Opera in Tel Aviv has sent a letter of interest as well. As the Designer, Professor 
Dougan will need to prepare and present full set and costume designs, as well as an itemized 
budget for the Norwegian and Israeli opera houses. In addition, she will hire professional 
artists and designers to assist with this process. 
 
Professor John Drabinski 
Department of Black Studies 
Title: Memory and the Black Intellectual Tradition 
 
Professor Drabinski’s project has two primary aims, both of which are rooted in archival 
research supported by the grant.  The first is to offer a treatment of a small number of 
testimonies by survivors of the Rwandan genocide that places them in a larger narrative of 
memory and atrocity in the francophone world.  This aim is part of a book on atrocity and 
memory in the francophone world that is focused on black Atlantic history and theory. The 
second is to examine the intellectual foundations of the Black Panther Party.  This aim is 
central to a book on the party and its relation to the central conceptual framework of the Black 
intellectual tradition.  These projects, key parts of two distinct books-in-progress, engage with 
primary source materials in order to draw out the theoretical meaning of post-colonial, post-
emancipation violence, struggle, and political and cultural transformation. 
 
Professor Amelie Hastie 
Department of English/Film and Media Studies 
Title: Rethinking 1970s US Film and Television Histories 
 
Professor Hastie’s proposal focuses on the completion of an essay that addresses women's film 
culture of the 1970s. Though a multi-pronged methodological approach, grounded in archival 
research and textual analysis, she will investigate the film Wanda (Barbara Loden, 1970) in 
order to consider how its history might haunt understanding of 1970s US film culture overall. 
That is, she suggests that Wanda opened up a lineage of films during the decade—most either 
written, produced, or directed by women—that tell somewhat similar stories: Alice Doesn’t Live 
Here Anymore (Martin Scorcese, 1973), Bush Mama (Haile Gerima, 1975), Coming Home (Hal 
Ashby, 1978), and Girlfriends (Claudia Weill, 1978).  Making such a study of these films more 
central to the history of 1970s U.S. film can up-end the common focus on the decade as 
characterized by rebellious men who sought to challenge the studio system and film style, but 
wildly profited along the way.  The second part of this grant will enable an exchange between 
Professor Hastie and an Australian media scholar (Melissa Hardie) to design round-table 
conversations, at their respective institutions, on remaking histories of 1970s television.  
 
 



Professor Justin Kimball 
Department of Art and the History of Art 
Title: Leica M10 Digital Capture Camera 
 
Professor Kimball’s grant funds will help defray the cost of a new digital camera body.  This 
camera is essential to his ongoing photographic project.  He will use it to photograph in small 
towns and cities in the Northeast that continue to struggle under severe economic pressure.  
The social, psychological, and physical manifestations of the pressure put on these places and 
their inhabitants are Professor Kimball’s central concern. 
 
Professor Jonathan Obert 
Department of Political Science 
Title: Book Conference: The Six-Shooter State: Public and Private Violence in American Politics 
 
Professor Obert will host a book conference with three invited external scholars, who have 
agreed to review and comment on his book manuscript, “The Six-Shooter State: Public and 
Private Violence in American Politics” 
 
Professor Jason Robinson  
Department of Music 
Title: Two Hours Early, Ten Minutes Late and Harmonic Constituent 
 
“Two Hours Early, Ten Minutes Late and Harmonic Constituent” makes significant progress 
toward finishing Professor Robinson’s two projects: an ongoing project celebrating the music 
and life of the late Canadian guitarist Ken Aldcroft, and a new composition and recording 
project featuring a quartet version of the Janus Ensemble.  This proposal supports a duo tour 
of Canada with guitarist Eric Hofbauer along with a recording session, as well as an intensive 
composing retreat along the coast of northern California.  Both projects will eventually 
culminate in published albums. 
 
Professor Christian Rogowski 
Department of German 
Title: Wings of Desire: Wim Wenders and Peter Handke –  Film, Cross-Cultural Transfer and the 
Politics of Memory 
 
In the spring semester of 2018, Professor Rogowski will travel to Europe to conduct research 
for his most recent book project.  He has been commissioned by Camden House, an academic 
press based in Rochester, New York, to write a monograph on the film Der Himmel über Berlin 
(English title, Wings of Desire), a collaborative effort by German film maker Wim Wenders (born 
1945) and Austrian writer Peter Handke (born 1942).  Filmed in late 1986/early 1987, as the 
still-divided city of Berlin embarked on celebrating its 750th  anniversary on both sides of the 
Wall, Wings of Desire is both a utopian fairy-tale and a fascinating time-capsule.  It documents 
a particular moment in Cold War history, when the upheavals initiated by the changes in the 
Soviet Union (glasnost, perestroika) that would soon trigger the fall of the Berlin Wall were 
about to be felt. The film’s primary poetic conceit, involving two angels who have access to 
people’s innermost thoughts and aspirations in the divided city while freely crossing from one 
to the other side of the Wall, makes for a multi-layered film that addresses a wide variety of 
complex issues.  Wenders’s groundbreaking film has been hailed as a paean to love, a 
rumination on the continued presence of the troubled German history in the city of Berlin, as 
well as an homage to the life-affirming power of the cinematic imagination.  Professor 
Rogowski’s work will build upon two essays he wrote about Wenders and Handke in the 1990s, 
by way of incorporating more and newer source materials and by refining and expanding the 
scope of my analysis.  He is also hoping to enrich his reading of their filmic collaboration by 
interviewing both artists. 
 



LARGE GRANT AWARDS 
Large grants are for more than $6,000 and up to $30,000. 
 
Professor Sheila Jaswal 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry and Biophysics 
Title: Mapping the Dynamics and Stability of Proteins in the Native State 
 
Proteins are nature’s labor force. To do their jobs, proteins must undergo molecular origami to 
fold from linear chains of amino acids into specific three- dimensional shapes, and they must 
remain stable in their functional form. Problems in folding or remaining stable are associated 
with a number of human diseases, including Alzheimer’s, Diabetes, and Parkinson’s.  Current 
methods to study folding and stability are time-intensive and use harsh conditions that “beat 
up” proteins. Because of these limitations, they cannot be applied to the vast majority of 
proteins, including those involved in such diseases. Professor Jaswal’s lab has developed a 
gentler, more rapid method that will allow students to investigate the full diversity of proteins. 
Professor Jaswal’s approach allows them to study proteins in their functional state by using 
hydrogen exchange mass spectrometry, a technique requiring very little sample that is 
sensitive to the smallest changes in shape. They plan to improve and apply their method to 
explore new proteins to expand their understanding of fundamental principles of protein 
folding and stability. 
 
Professor Marisa Parham 
Department of English 
 
Title: Interactive Digital Scholarship Development Project 
 
Professor Parham’s grant will support two experiments in digital scholarly publishing. The first 
project entails the development of interactive story formats that can meet current standards 
around citation and content-path retrieval, thus broadening the possibility of digital interactive 
storytelling as a mode for academic writing.  This project is important because the new formats 
will deploy the cultural and technical accessibility of interactive storytelling platforms like 
Twine while also making sure that such projects work more effectively and robustly in 
academic contexts, particularly in regard to metadata.   Professor Parham’s grant will also 
support the early prototyping of augmented/virtual reality interfaces that will allow 
researchers to engage in interactive explorations of manuscript archives.  For a variety of 
reasons, manuscript archives cannot be touched by large numbers of people.  At the same 
time, tactility, coincidence, and serendipity are critical elements of the research and discovery 
process. How might we use current digital technologies to bring bodies into contact with fragile 
materials, while at the same time also enabling new kinds of intellectual engagement?  
 
 


