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Exhibitions
Rotherwas Project 5: Christopher Myers, 
The Red Plague Rid You for Learning  
Me Your Language
The year 1611 gave birth to the Mead’s walnut-paneled 
Rotherwas Room and William Shakespeare’s The Tempest, 
with its unforgettable character Caliban and his mirror image 
Ariel. Inspired by this historical convergence, Myers presents 
an installation of contemporary sculptures, textiles, and 
boats that question why the figure of the “wildman,” appears 
again and again in literature and arts from the twelfth century 
to our current time.

September 10, 2019–March 15, 2020
Rotherwas Room, Mead Art Museum

Constructing Collage
This exhibition presents some of the ways in which artists 
have employed collage, and the related forms of photomon-
tage and film montage, throughout the twentieth and twen-
ty-first centuries. 

October 8, 2019–January 5, 2020
Daniels Gallery, Mead Art Museum

Ten Years of Trinkett Clark Memorial 
Student Acquisitions
This exhibition celebrates a decade of the Trinkett Clark 
Memorial Student Acquisition Fund. Established in 2008 in 
honor of Trinkett Clark, former curator of American art at the 
Mead, the generous fund sponsors the purchase of a print 
selected by Amherst College students, with the first work 
acquired in 2009. 

September 10, 2019–July 26, 2020
Bassett Gallery, Mead Art Museum

Starting Something New:  
Recent Contemporary Acquisitions  
and Gifts
This exhibition features more than fifty artworks across media, 
made from 1967 to 2019, and marks the first glimpse of con-
temporary artworks added to the Mead’s collection in the past 
four years. 

September 10, 2019–July 26, 2020
Fairchild and Arms Galleries, Mead Art Museum

A Day With(out) Art 
On December 1, 2019, Visual AIDS will commemorate the thir-
tieth anniversary of Day With(out) Art by releasing seven newly 
commissioned videos, which consider the continued presence 
of HIV/AIDS, while revisiting resonant cultural histories of art 
and activism from the past three decades. This video exhibition 
is co-presented with the Smith College Museum of Art and the 
Amherst College Stonewall Committee. 

December 1–7, 2019 
Video Room, Mead Art Museum

EAT! Museum Seminar
Drawing from the Mead’s collection of photographs, prints, 
paintings, and porcelain table settings as well as Amherst 
College’s own material culture of dining—from plates to ban-
quet menus —students will create an immersive display that 
responds to key questions around the relationships among 
food, community, history, and art.

December 12, 2019–July 26, 2020
Collins Gallery, Mead Art Museum 

‘Pursuing a Ghost’: Illustrating  
the Russian Classics
This exhibition takes as its starting point Oleg Vassiliev’s port-
folio of lithographs The House with the Mezzanine, which cen-
ters around the artist’s conversation across time with Anton 
Chekhov’s short story. The show examines the complex rela-
tionship in Russian culture between art and literature, the 
dynamic between image and text, and illustration and artistic 
freedom.

September 30–December 13, 2019
Amherst Center for Russian Culture Art Gallery, Webster Hall

This exhibition is made possible by an anonymous gift of 172 works of contemporary art. 
Artworks from this gift will be on rotation throughout the year. 

Opening Tuesday, September 10, 2019

Curating the Contemporary Panel and Opening Reception 
Join us for a conversation on what it means to curate contemporary art. Tiffany Bradley, founder of Colored Criticism, a company for 
cultural heritage stories, will moderate a panel of contemporary art curators, featuring David E. Little, John Wieland 1958 Director and 
Chief Curator of the Mead; Horace D. Ballard, curator of American art at the Williams College Museum of Art; and Emma Chubb, 
Charlotte Feng Ford ’83 Curator of Contemporary Art at the Smith College Museum of Art. An opening reception will follow.

Curating the Contemporary Panel | 5–6 pm in Stirn Auditorium 
Opening Reception | 6–7 pm at the Mead Art Museum 
Free and open to all!

Featuring

 
 
Ingrid Calame, CgONG! 
(made from "#70 3/4 
Working Drawing"), 
2002. Enamel  
on aluminum.  
Courtesy of the artist.

Starting Something New:  
Recent Contemporary Acquisitions and Gifts

Front Cover: Carroll Dunham, Particular Aspects (three), 2003. Mixed media on canvas. Copyright Carroll Dunham.  
Courtesy the artist and Gladstone Gallery, New York and Brussels.



This fall, amid the fiftieth anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New York City and a surge of contemporary social movements for 
human and civil rights, the Mead is looking to the past. Works by contemporary artists including Kapwangi Kiwanga, Rico Gatson, 
Christopher Myers, and Toyin Ojih Odutola use history’s visual and narrative threads to reimagine the present and future. The 
work on view prompts us to consider cultural hybridity, visual culture in the black freedom struggle, queer counter-narratives, the 
economics and politics behind materials and the making of art, and much more. Our public programs and panelists will speak to 
these themes from an array of perspectives, with particular interest in undertold narratives in history and art.

Mead programs are made possible through partnerships—some new, some returning—that bring new meanings and conversa-
tions to the museum. This year, we’re joined by A Positive Place, Colored Criticism, I-Collective, Hadley Council on Aging, Smith 
College Museum of Art, Survivors Art Collective, Visual AIDs, and the following Amherst College partners: Arts at Amherst 
Initiative, Book and Plow Farm, Choral Society, Multicultural Resource Center, Queer Resource Center, Women’s and Gender 
Center, Reproductive Justice Alliance, Stonewall Committee, and the departments of anthropology, music, and Latinx and Latin 
American studies.

Program Overview September

Grab and Don’t Go with Tiffany Bradley 
in the Multicultural Resource Center
Join Tiffany Bradley for lunch and conversation in the MRC. 
Bradley is the founder of Colored Criticism, a company for  
cultural heritage stories. Her focus is on intersectional,  
interpersonal, and interdisciplinary arts. Bradley’s film work 
has been shown at Brooklyn Community Foundation and Rush 
Arts Foundation. Her writing has appeared in The Nation, 
Colorlines, Racialicious, and the Americans for the Arts blog. 
Tiffany has worked in audience development at the U.S. 
Department of Arts & Culture, Race Forward, Americans for the 
Arts, and Fractured Atlas.

Free and open to Amherst College faculty, staff and students!
Wednesday, September 11, 2019 | Noon–1 pm 
Amherst College Multicultural Resource Center,  
Keefe Campus Center
 

Community Makers’ Day
All are invited to a day of art, craft, food, and music. Join us as 
we consider the core elements of art-making, featuring a live 
jazz performance by Amherst College’s resident faculty string 
quartet, art-making demonstrations with local artists Naya 
Gabriel, Kevin Pomerleau, and Wouter Schievink, snacks from 
Book & Plow Farm, and more!

Free and open to all!
Saturday, September 14, 2019 | 11 am–3 pm 
Mead Art Museum

Gallery Talk with Galina Mardilovich 
What is possible in a print? Join Curator of Russian and 
European Galina Mardilovich for a gallery talk about the various 
techniques of printmaking in the works on view at the Mead, 
and the economic, political, and artistic forces that made them 
all possible in their respective times. 

Free & open to all!
Wednesday, September 18, 2019 | Noon–1 pm 
Mead Art Museum

Starting Something New  
Gallery Talk with David E. Little 
What is contemporary about contemporary art? Join David E. 
Little, John Wieland 1958 Director and Chief Curator  
in a participatory discussion of this question based on close 
examination of the works on view. Audiences will explore how 
artists borrow from pop culture, use new materials, and apply 
new conceptual approaches to address pressing issues in art 
and society.

Free & open to all!
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 | Noon–1 pm
Mead Art Museum

Five College Faculty Teaching Workshop  
Do you teach at one of the Five Colleges? Join us to learn more 
about how to make the most of the Mead’s collection of more 
than 19,000 artworks and cultural objects in the classroom. 
Registration required. Kindly RSVP with any dietary restrictions 
to damodeo13@amherst.edu by Wednesday, September 19, 
2019. 

Friday, September 27, 2019 | Noon–1 pm
Mead Art Museum

Tiffany Bradley.  
Photo courtesy of  
Colored Criticism. 

Regular Programs

Saturday Close Looks
Join us on Saturdays to explore works of art on view 
with student museum educators. Keep coming back 
each week for fresh perspectives! 

September 21, 28 
October 5, 26
November 2, 9, 16 
December 7 
Saturdays from 10:30–11 am 

All programs are FREE and open to the public! 

Students in the galleries.  
August 2018.  
Photo by Danielle Amodeo.  
Mead Art Museum. 

Academic Year Hours:
Tuesday–Thursday, Sunday: 9 am–Midnight
Friday: 9 am–8 pm
Saturday: 9 am–5 pm
Monday: Closed 

Admission: Always FREE

To stay up to date follow us:
@meadartmuseum #meadartmuseum

Curating the Contemporary Panel and 
Opening Reception 
Join us for a conversation on what it means to curate contem-
porary art. Tiffany Bradley, founder of Colored Criticism, a com-
pany for cultural heritage stories, will moderate a panel of 
contemporary art curators, featuring David E. Little, John 
Wieland 1958 Director and Chief Curator of the Mead; Horace 
D. Ballard, curator of American art at the Williams College 
Museum of Art; and Emma Chubb, Charlotte Feng Ford ’83 
Curator of Contemporary Art at the Smith College Museum of 
Art. An opening reception will follow at Mead Art Museum. 

Free and open to all!
Tuesday, September 10, 2019 |  5–6 pm
Stirn Auditorium



October

Reproductive Justice Week 
Monday, October 21–Friday, October 25, 2019

Reproductive Justice Week is a program series led by the 
Amherst College Women’s and Gender Center and 
Reproductive Justice Alliance, focused on reproductive justice, 
abortion access, contraception, and safe birth access, as well as 
empowering and supporting students. This program responds 
to numerous student requests for programs and support on 
this topic. Check the WGC’s website for the full schedule of 
events at www.amherst.edu/go/WGC.

Craftivism with Survivors Art Collective 
Join the Reproductive Justice Alliance and the Women’s and 
Gender Center for an afternoon of craftivism at the Mead. 
Artists from the Survivors Art Collective in Easthampton will 
participate in conversation over lunch and then lead art-making 
workshops in the galleries. Buttons, stickers, zines, and other 
works of art will be sold throughout the week in the Keefe 
Campus Center and in the WGC. All proceeds will benefit a 
reproductive justice work in western Massachusetts. 

Free and open to all!
Tuesday, October 22, 2019
Noon–1 pm | Light lunch and conversation 
1–3 pm | Art-making workshops
Mead Art Museum
 

Homecoming at the Mead Art Museum
Visit the Mead to explore our latest exhibitions featuring recent 
acquisitions of contemporary art and learn what today’s 
Amherst students experience in the Mead’s study room. Join us 
for two guided programs to kick-off Homecoming Weekend. 

Back to Class at the Mead with Emily 
Potter-Ndiaye
Experience what Amherst College students are learning today, 
challenge your thinking about art across the curriculum, and 
explore new learning models in one of the Mead’s art-study 
classrooms. Presented by Emily Potter-Ndiaye, Dwight and 
Kirsten Poler & Andrew W. Mellon Curator of Academic 
Programs and Head of Education.

Free & open to all!
Friday, October 25, 2019 | 10 am
William Green Study Room, Mead Art Museum

Behind-the-Scenes Tour of the Mead  
with David E. Little
Join us for a sneak peek at what goes on behind the scenes at 
the Mead. Explore our underground storage facilities and learn 
about the latest exhibitions with David E. Little, John Wieland 
1958 Director and Chief Curator.

Free & open to all!
Friday, October 25, 2019 | 3 pm
Mead Art Museum

Dining in the Dark
Curious about how our senses impact the way we perceive the 
world? Students participating in EAT! Museum Seminar at the 
Mead will have the opportunity to dine in the dark—and gain a 
new perspective on how our senses work together to create 
experiences with food. This experience will inform the develop-
ment of a forthcoming museum exhibition, set to open in 
December 2019. 

This program is designed for students enrolled in EAT! 
Museum Seminar. Registration is required. 

Wednesday, October 30, 2019 | 5–6 pm
Collins Gallery, Mead Art Museum

Analia Saban (Argentinan, born 1980), One-Armed, Three-Legged Chair  (with Coil Spring 
Rubbings). 2014. Oil crayon on linen on chair. Courtesy the artist and Tanya Bonakdar 
Gallery, New York / Los Angeles.

Frank Stella (American, born 1936), Sketch for ‘Warka’ from the ‘Polish Village Series.’  1973. Mead Art Museum. Gift of Steven M. Jacobson (Class of 1953)



November
The Instrument of Our Time:  
Live Performance and Lecture by 
Percussionist Justin Alexander
Live Performance and Lecture by Percussionist Justin Alexander 
Join us in the galleries for a live performance by percussionist 
Justin Alexander. Drawing inspiration from American jazz, 
South Indian Carnatic music, and Indonesian gamelan, 
Alexander offers a program highlighting the soloistic aspects of 
the drum set, which he dubs “the percussion instrument of our 
time.” Included are performances of “The Drum Also Waltzes” 
(Max Roach), “Homage to Max” (Rande Sanberg), “Rhagavan” 
(Russell Hartenberger), and “Monkey Chant” (Glenn Kotche). 
Discussion will follow. 

This program is presented in collaboration with “Experiencing 
Music,” a course taught by Associate Professor of Music Darryl 
Harper. 

Free & open to all!
Tuesday, November 12, 2019 | 1–2:20 pm
Mead Art Museum

The Sounds of Stonewall
All are invited to honor the fiftieth anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots with a live performance by the Amherst College Concert 
Choir and Choral Society. Join us for an evening of musical 
selections inspired by tunes that played on the jukebox at the 
Stonewall Inn in 1969 and to hear pieces by contemporary 
LGBT composers. 

This program is presented in collaboration with the Amherst 
College Choral Society and the Amherst College’s Stonewall 
Committee. The Stonewall Committee (SWC) is a College-wide 
committee composed of staff, faculty, and students whose aim 
is to bring conversations recognizing and celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising and its legacies.  The 
Stonewall Committee values & aims to center: Queer & Trans 
Person of Color histories & labor; Global histories of 
LGBTQA+/Queer Activism & Pride; and Marginalized identities 
within the LGBTQA+/Queer Community. 

Free & open to all!
Wednesday, November 13, 2019 | 7–8 pm
Mead Art Museum

Stonewall Committee Keynote:  
Artist Talk with Tourmeline Gossett 
Tourmeline Gossett is a video artist and filmmaker whose work 
“highlights the capacity of black queer/trans social life to 
impact the world while living what is simultaneously an invisi-
ble—and hypervisible—existence.” Join us for a screening 
Gossett’s short films, followed by keynote lecture and conversa-
tion with the filmmaker. This program is presented by the 
Amherst College Stonewall Committee. 

Free & open to all!
Thursday, November 14, 2019 
5–6 pm | Film Screenings
6–7:15 pm | Keynote talk and Q&A
Stirn Auditorium

Artist Lunch with Tourmeline Gossett 
Amherst College students, faculty, and staff are invited for light 
lunch and conversation with Gossett in the Queer Resource 
Center. This program is made possible by the Amherst College 
Stonewall Committee.

Friday, November 15, 2019 | Noon–1 pm 
Queer Resource Center, Keefe Campus Ceenter

A New Thanksgiving
All are invited to a panel discussion and a meal to celebrate a 
new Thanksgiving with an indigenous framework with the 
I-Collective, a group of indigenous chefs, activists, herbalists, 
and seed and knowledge keepers. Join us in dialogue to create 
new narratives of Thanksgiving for 2019.

This program is offered in collaboration with the I-Collective 
and local native community, and presented in conjunction with 
the Center for Humanistic Inquiry and Mead's exhibition EAT! 
Museum Seminar.

Free and open to all!
Thursday, November 21, 2019 | 6 - 8 pm
Mead Art Museum

Franks Snyders (Flemish, 1579-1657), Larder with a Servant. 1635-1640. Oil on panel. Mead Art Museum. 



December
A Day With(out) Art Video Installation  
on View
On December 1, 2019, Visual AIDS will commemorate the thir-
tieth anniversary of Day With(out) Art with seven newly com-
missioned videos by Shanti Avirgan, Nguyen Tan Hoang, Carl 
George, Viva Ruiz, Iman Shervington, Jack Waters, and Derrick 
Woods-Morrow. These artists will consider the contemporary 
impact and presence of HIV/AIDS while revisiting cultural his-
tories of art and activism from the past thirty years.  

This video exhibition is presented in conjunction with Visual 
AIDS, the Smith College Museum of Art, the Amherst College 
Stonewall Committee, and the Queer Resource Center. 

Free and open to all! 
On view Sunday, December 1–Saturday, December 7, 2019 

Mead Art Museum

Understanding the Cultural & Political 
Impact of HIV/AIDs through Art
All are invited to a panel discussion on the cultural and political 
impact of HIV/AIDS, featuring Amherst College Arts Librarian 
Sara Smith, Queer Resource Center Director Jxhn Martin, 
Conway Post-Baccalaureate Curatorial Fellow at Smith College 
Museum of Art, Shanice Bailey, and the Director of A Positive 
Place, Betsy Shally-Jensen, as well as local community mem-
bers who are currently living with HIV/AIDs and survivors of 
the AIDS epidemic of the 1980s and 90s. 

This program is presented in conjunction with A Day With(out) 
Art video installation and in collaboration with A Positive Place 
at Cooley Dickinson Health Care, the Smith College Museum of 
Art, the Amherst College Stonewall Committee, and the Queer 
Resource Center. 

Free & open to all! 
Tuesday, December 3, 2019 | 12–2 pm 

Mead Art Museum

Massages at the Mead
Celebrate the last week of classes by getting a massage at the 
Mead. Sign-up is required; first come, first served every night. 

This program is offered with support from the Amherst 
Association of Students. 

Free and open to Amherst College students! 
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 | 8–11 pm   
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 | 8–11 pm   

Mead Art Museum

EAT! Opening Conversation & Reception
Join students in a conversation on food, culture, art, and 
power, culminating in an exhibition at the Mead. Drawing from 
the Mead’s collection of photographs, prints, paintings and 
porcelain table settings, as well as Amherst College’s own 
material culture of dining—from plates to banquet menus —
students will create an immersive display that responds to key 
questions: How have people built kinship, community and 
meaning through food and eating? What visual and material 
culture has been created to celebrate and consider the act of 
planting, preparing, and consuming food? What has been con-
sidered a food delicacy and how has that shifted over time? In 
what ways have foodstuffs been part of a “transit of empire?” 
What new stories might emerge through conversations among 
those objects?

Student curators will draw from the fields of anthropology, 
museum studies, art history, and cultural studies, and meet 
with local food growers, chefs, and activists from Book & Plow 

farm and across Western Massachusetts. 

Free and open to all! 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 | 4:30–6:30 pm  
Collins Gallery, Mead Art Museum

Aaron Siskind (American, 1903-1991). Peace Meals, 1937. Gelatin silver print. Mead Art Museum. Gift of Leonard A. Fink (Class of 1952).  

Back Cover: Oleg Vladimirovich Vassiliev (Russian, 1931-2013), The House with the Mezzanine, No. 22. 1991. Lithograph on cream paper. Gift of Joan Afferica. 




