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German Studies FYS 100 (01)  - Modernity and 
Image: World War One in Literature and Art 
 
(Taught in English;) 
The seminar addresses major historical and literary 
developments in the context of World War I and its 
aftermath.  We investigate how literary texts, 
photographs, films and memorial sites represent WWI up 
to the present day.  Emphasis placed on Germany’s role in 
WWI and its portrayal in history, literature and 
art.  Themes to be analyzed include the Expressionist 
movement, public and private narratives on WWI, as well 
as gender roles in film, literature, memoirs, as well as 
media and present day commemoration of WWI in 
Germany and beyond. 
 
Meets Humanities I-A requirement 

 
M. Lauer  MW 2:40 – 3:55 P.M.  
4 credits 



 
 
 

German Studies 101 (01) - Elementary German 
 
This course introduces speaking, reading, and writing 
German. Cultural and literary readings together with 
frequent use of Internet resources dealing with everyday 
situations and experiences in the German-speaking 
countries sensitize students to the cultural context in 
which the language is used. Online grammar and listening 
comprehension exercises, as well as weekly conversation 
sessions with a peer assistant from Germany supplement 
class work. 
 

 

 

Meets Language requirement; does not meet a distribution requirement 	  

 
M. Lauer  MWF 8:35 – 9:50 A.M. 
4 credits  
 
 
 
 
 



 
German Studies 101 (02) - Elementary German 
 
This course introduces speaking, reading, and writing 
German. Cultural and literary readings together with 
frequent use of Internet resources dealing with everyday 
situations and experiences in the German-speaking 
countries sensitize students to the cultural context in 
which the language is used. Online grammar and listening 
comprehension exercises, as well as weekly conversation 
sessions with a peer assistant from Germany supplement 
class work. 
 

Meets Language requirement; does not meet a distribution requirement  

 
A. Holden	   	   MWF 11:00 –12:15 P.M.	  	  
4 credits 
	  

 
  
 
 
 
 



 

German Studies 103s (01)  
Intensive Elementary German 
Two semesters in one.  
 
Practice in speaking, reading, and writing German.  
Cultural and literary readings together with frequent use 
of Internet resources dealing with everyday situations and 
experiences in the German-speaking countries will 
sensitize students to the cultural context in which the 
language is used. Online grammar and listening 
comprehension exercises will be included, as well as 
weekly conversation sessions with peer assistant from 
Germany supplement class work. 
 
Meets Language requirement; does not meet a distribution requirement  
 
D. Van Handle  MTuWF 8:35 –9:50 A.M.	  
8 Credits    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

German Studies 201 (01) Intermediate German 
 
This course emphasizes further development of contextual 
reading, writing, and speaking skills in German. Focus on 
strategies that help students learn vocabulary and use 
grammatical structures in appropriate ways. Discussion of 
a variety of texts and genres, as well as exploration of 
topics such as immigration and social justice. Frequent 
writing assignments and speaking opportunities. 
 

Meets Language requirement or Humanities I-A requirement 

 
M. Lauer  MWF 1:15 – 2:40 P.M.  
4 credits 
 
Prereq. Previous study of German, normally equivalent to 3 semesters of college 
German, or 3 or more years of high school German; or permission of instructor. 

 
 
 
 



 
German Studies 223 (01) “Curing” the Woes of 
Integration?:  Culturally Diverse Film Comedy as 
“Medicine” 
 
This course examines the cultural, political and social developments in 
German-speaking cultures by investigating a significant topic and its 
interconnections to larger transnational contexts. The selection of materials is 
exemplary rather than comprehensive. 

(Speaking- intensive course) Early on, German cinema was embroiled in 
heated debates about its value: Is it, like the theater, both entertainment and 
education? Does it, like the novel, tell a narrative that makes us laugh and 
cry? Can it help us discern the constructions of our individual, national, and 
transnational identities? In recent decades, Germany, and Western Europe, 
have grappled with integrating large migrant groups. Politicians are 
frantically searching for a nostrum to cure the ills purportedly caused by 
integration failure; anti-immigrant rightist parties are growing in the EU.  Yet 
a vibrant corpus of comedic films and literature about and by migrants has 
arisen. Will laughter prove the “best medicine”? 

Meets Language requirement or Humanities I-A requirement  
Note:  May be taken for 300 level credit 

 
G. Wittig Davis    TuTh  1:15-2:30 P.M.  
223L for 300-level credit       Th  2:40-3:55 P.M. 
4 credits 
  



Prereq. Previous study of German, normally equivalent to 3 semesters of college 
German, or 3 or more years of high school German; or permission of instructor. 
 

German Studies 325 (01)  
Senior Capstone Seminar 
 
This seminar is designed to explore the nature of our field 
of inquiry in theory and practice. 
 1) All students read texts exploring such questions as: 
What does German Studies mean? What is 
interdisciplinary work? What role does literature play in 
culture studies? What is the relationship between 
language and the construction of culture? Why learn 
German vis a vis „global English“? What meanings have 
been attributed to the terms "culture" and "civilization"?  
2) Students pursue independent research connecting 
German studies and another major academic fields of 
interest, respond critically to each other’s work, and lead 
discussions.  
 
G. Wittig Davis    W  1:15-4:05 P.M.  
4 credits 
 


