
PICT INITIATIVES FOCUSING ON TEACHING WITH TECHNOLOGY 

Faculty are invited to submit proposals for funding for the following: 

Department or Small-group Investigations 

Each academic department, and faculty members across departments who share an academic interest, 
are invited to investigate how technology is being used in teaching in their respective fields.  A goal 
should be to identify ways that the College can be helpful to colleagues and their departments in 
considering whether and how to integrate technology into their teaching.  Those making a proposal may 
request funding to bring consulting scholars to campus and an Information Technology staff member 
will be available to each group.  Groups will be brought together to share what they learn with each 
other and with others who are interested.  In addition to offering up to $1,000 for honoraria for 
consulting scholars, up to $1,000 is available, by request, for expenses related to each group’s 
investigations.  Please send a proposal outlining your group’s plans, a list of participants, and your 
budget to The Dean of the Faculty’s Office by April 1, 2014. 

“Flipped Classroom” Pilot 

Building on the work of a faculty group that has been exploring “flipped classroom techniques” since last 
year, all faculty members are invited to experiment with flipping their classroom for part of a course 
(equivalent to two weeks or more) during 2014-15 to allow more time for engaged learning by students 
during class time. Instructional design support will be available, and Information Technology will provide 
resources and support.  Each faculty member participating in this experiment will receive an honorarium 
of $2,500.  Faculty making a proposal are asked to include a brief description of what parts of their 
course they would like to include in the experiment and what support they will need. Please submit 
the proposal to The Dean of the Faculty’s Office by April 1, 2014. 

  

OTHER PICT INITIATIVES WITH AN EMPHASIS ON TECHNOLOGY 

Short Courses for Alumni and Parents  

The creation of short online courses for alumni and parents will provide opportunities for us to 
experiment with this format pedagogically and to develop our capacity to mount online courses. These 
courses will also further our longstanding efforts to provide our alumni and parents with opportunities 
to be a part of the ongoing life of the College. In collaboration with Advancement, we will be offering 
subsets, or modules, of courses to an audience of alumni and parents (only), as a chance to explore the 
open education format. These courses, which will be three-to-four sessions in length, will be clearly 
presented as an experiment.  Advancement will promote and manage the events, and the Department 
of Information Technology will provide resources and support. An honorarium of $2,500 per course, to 
be shared by the faculty teaching the course, will be offered.  Interested colleagues should submit 
proposals for short courses to the Office of the Dean of the Faculty by April 1, 2014.  Proposals should 
describe how the short course would move beyond recorded lectures to explore the use of more 
learner-centered activities. Examples include the following:   



 Creative uses of repositories of data or digital artifacts (i.e., document collections) housed at Amherst 
College or elsewhere  

Activities designed to promote collaboration among participants in the analysis and interpretation of 
texts, images, data or digital artifacts  

Community engagement activities  

Group data collection, research, writing, or presentation projects  

 PICT INITIATIVES THAT DON’T HAVE A TECHNOLOGY FOCUS 

Faculty are invited to submit proposals for funding for the following: 

 Restructuring Courses 

Colleagues working within a department may propose restructuring courses in order to introduce 
students to new developments or debates in the field.  Two or more faculty might undertake a critical 
examination of their department and then propose curricular revisions, based on their appraisal of the 
relationship between disciplinary trends and the particular composition, interests, and strengths of their 
department.  Their assessment might result in the development of new courses and possibly in 
refashioning the major.  Faculty who apply for this support should discuss their projects in advance with 
their department chair and share the results of the study with the department.  Faculty honoraria of up 
to $2,500 will be offered.  Please submit requests to The Dean of the Faculty’s Office by April 1, 2014.  

 Comparing Disciplinary and/or Interdisciplinary Perspectives  

Colleagues may propose developing a course that explicitly compares disciplinary and/or 
interdisciplinary perspectives on a given issue.  The College has established a strong tradition of 
collaborative and interdisciplinary teaching.  Courses that add to the curriculum greater understanding 
of the intersections of the sciences, humanities, and social sciences, global issues, or engage in 
comparative cross-cultural analysis, represent other important priorities.  Faculty honoraria of up to 
$2,500 will be available to support these efforts.  Please send requests for funding for these initiatives 
to The Dean of the Faculty’s Office by April 1, 2014.  Please include in your request a description of the 
course you would like to develop or revise and the impact that your work will have on the curriculum 
of your department or of the College.  

 


